~ trouble myfelf with no other. »There is along hiftory, about . 


P, 
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bow as Jow to him at every wordias if bis name was’ ‘Sultan Amy 
would take his firft miinifter for onty: ft of his flaves.—-I -h¢p 
__ dtaple, which they. have been fo good as to exhibit at the opera, will contri- 
' bute to civilife us. There, isandeed 2 a nee young gentleman, who a little. 
difCompofes this augutt ceremonial. His name is count. _Holke, his age 
_ three-and- twenty; and his pott hated: “to one that we: had formerly in 
“England, many ages ago, and which in high 
favourite. Before the Danifh ‘monarchs Beckie siblelies, Yehc- ouslhitétnec- 
tory pf thgt country ufed to write libels, called: North Danes, againft, this 
great officer ; but that praétice has long finée ceafed. Count. Holke feems 

rather provid of his’ favour, than’ eee of ditpaying it th na dabucits Siete 
aS ar epeiay ori, ae mersill ie 

* SPR * End ef. Volume the fife: east ten fe i de 

tia} he ee ee ee ee 


T' india my heat lord, ale aah -b@ content with my Danith politics, for I 













Bottetourt, and fir Jeffery: Amherft, who has refigned his regiment; but. 
nothing to me, nor dol care a ftrawrabout it.» fam deep in the. anecdotes 
_ of the new Court ;*and af you want to know. more’ of count Holke or peek 
* Molke, or the'grand vizier Bern{dorff} or mynheer Schimmelman, 
me and you fhall be fatishied———But what dol talk.of ? Y fee th an 
yourfelf. Minerva, in the thape.of count Bernfdorfi, or out of all. thape in 
the perfon of the duchefs of +, is to\eonduct ‘Telemacbus tp "York.rac 
for can'a monarch be perfectly accomplithed in: .the»myfteries of king- 
craft, as our Solomon James’Iy-calledit, unlef3 he.ds initiated in. the : 
jockeythip? ?+ When this northern fiar travels. towards its own phere; Jord 
ford will go toRagleys\f thall.go wath him; and if Iican avoid running 
foul of the Magi-that willbe thronging from: all. parts to worfhip. thatsftar, 
I will endeavour to callat Wentworth caftle fora day Or tw, if it-wil] aot 
be inconvenient. I ‘fhould:think it wont be about the fecond week in Sep- 
tember i? rnin te thall hear a : ywho 
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am ever Mtn ee asi pacar Chae vey espera — heme, 
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dips :a ae 
Fe eae oe Pipa Bau nea | Awe : eager 7, tg » 

. f rab Ke 

% mete ad i tr 





m. “etree be ea 
ee carne, See Reg Ee a eoye pS ie oie 
ight pat jot Ay i009 S A PLS ats *  Strawberry-hill, Monday O8che 10, 1768. 
you a Siofand Gatlecd my dear lord, for the account of the ball 
»1 thall not beable to repay it with a relation of the mafquerade 
for'I have been confiffed here this week with the gout in my foot, 
sca ae not ftirred.off my bed or couch fince Tuelday. I was to have gone to 
% se ‘balbat*Sion* on F Aday, for which anew road, paddéck aitd bridge 
made, as other folks make adeffert. 1 conclude lady Mary * has and 
will tell you of all thefe pops, which health thinks fo ferious, and ficknefs. 
with her grave face tells one are fo idle. Sicknefs may make:me. ioralize, 
but Taf rewyou the doesnot want humour. She has diverted:me extremely 
Ey with drawing a'‘comparifon betweer the repofe (to call neglect by its dig; 
> nified name) which I’ have: enjoyed in this &t;and the greatanxicty. in which 
“the whole world was when I had the latt goutthree years ago—-You: re~ 
. member friends’ were then coming into power. . Lord. Wisma, was 
{8 Good As to Call’at leattonce'every day,’ and enquire after me; and. the 
foreign ‘minifters infifted that Ifhould give them the fatisfaction of feehg 
~ “me, that’ they might tranquillize their fovereigns. with the certainty Of my 
© “not being in‘any danger.” Thé duke and:duchefs of Newcaftle were fo kind, 
‘thouth vary nervous themfelves, ‘as to-fend.meflengers and long meflages 
» “every day frorn Claremont." I cannot fay this fit has alarmed Europe quite 
ae 1 heard,the bell ring atthe gate, and afked with much. majefty. 
Ge Gewas'thée duke of Newcaftle hadfent,? No, fir, it wag only. the. but- 
’ eo ‘'The butcher's boy is indeed the only courier I have had, _Nei- 
© ther the king of France nor ene Spain appears tobe ii the, ah on-s 
cefh about me. Maun CMe ene nc. Ue ey betas Meera ee ME ital p k 


spite » OVI LAI Sat call aes? thy ated iy ineGeay it vir 
eile iy "oe ty. dear lord, I have. had a pate ee ei pace pa my. life, ‘that you 
ee sta wonder they divert me more than a.mafquerade, I aa Teady to 
fay oft Mead ¢ arash I know: on Se with I pigs choole their 


















5 Me yb | ie ‘ 


Ne pe ‘s mt The villa of the duke - Northumberland near Brentford 
bg Mary Cok Gitar to lad Strafford. 
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When T have the honour of feeing ‘lady Strafford, I thall befegch her 
to tell mevall the news; for I am stoo nigh and too: >is to -knpw any. 
Adieu, my dear Jord ! ; of he Bahia Et hide. 


rv oe: 


Yours moft Gucertbie ‘ Pr ie a ee 
trike - 0 HOR. WALPOLE. 


ea ee nA Oy Waa 


si Arlington-ftreet, July 4, 1769 


WHEN you have bie fo conftantly Boiid tome, my dear lord, without 
changing, do you wonder that our friegdthip has lafted- fo long ?.Can I be» 
infenfible to the honour or pleafure of yeur acquaintance? When the advan- 
tage lies fo much on my fide,iam 1 likely to alter the fir? Ob, but-it will 
laft now! We have feen friendthips: without number. born and die. Ours 
was not formed on intereft, nor ‘alliance ;.and politics, the poifon of all, 
Englith conneétions, ‘never enteréd: into ours... You havegiven mea new. 
préof by remembering the:chapel of Luton, » Thear-it is-to be preferved 5 
and am glad of it, though 1 might: have been see pies for j itsruims. 


‘I thould deals anfwered jini lorddhip’ s lat pot but was at Park. PE is 
think lady A—— quite recovered ; though her illneh 2 one rae. age an 
et cery: that the does not yet believe i wed ce 


© 
uy 


“ee 
Ic is fh fettled thae we aise sever! to habe need spi in ‘ing, that 
the firft hot day was on Saturday—hot by comparifons for I think it is 
three years fince we have really felt the feel ‘of fummer. 1 was, however, 
concerned to. be forced ‘to come to town yefterday on fome bufinefs 5 for, 
pie the ny feels, « looks divine, and the verdure we buy fo dear 
is_ delicious, . not beable, I fear, toyprofit of it this in 
lovelieft. of all-places,as Lam to go'to Paris in Auguft,: ee - 
1 fhall accompany Mr. Conway and lady A to Wentworth-caftle. ».I- 
fhall,be glad to vifit Caftle Howard and» Beverley; but-neithen would-carry 
the 2 far, if, Wentw orth-caftle Was not in the way. Eee tech 


et 
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~The Phatelets are gone, without any more battles with the Ruffiaus ‘. 
The papers fay the latter have been beaten by the Turks ; which rejoices me, 
though main fall rules of politics: but I deteft that murderefs, and like to 
have her humbled. I don’t know that this piece of news is true: it is 
enough to me that*it is agreeable. I had rather'take it for granted, than be 
at the trouble of enquiring about what I have fo little todo with, I am juft 
the fame about the City and Surrey petitions. Since I have di/inembered* 
mytfelf, it is Incredible how cool'I am to all politics. 


London is the abominatioa: of defolation ; and I rejoice to Yeaverit again: 
“this evening. Even Pam has not a levée above once or twice a weck. Next 
wiuter I fuppofe it will begia to be a fathion to remove into the city; for,. 
fince: itis the mode to.choofe aldermen at this énd of the town, the maca- 
ronis wall certainly adjourn,to Bithopigate-ftrect, for fear of being fined for 
theriffs,,. Mr. J-———,and Mr. B—s——~ will die of the thought of being: 
aldermen of Grofvenor-ward ‘and Berkeley-{quare-ward.. Adam and Eve 
in their paradife laugh at all thefe,tumults, and,have,not tafted of the tree 
that forfeits. paradife ; which I,take to. havt been'the tree. ef politics, not of 
knowledge. . How happy you .are, not .to have,yourfon, Abel. knocked on: 
the head by his -brother Cain at the Brentford election! You donot hutt 
the poor deer and hares that gambol around you.—If Evé has a fin, I doubt 
it is angling; but as the makes ailother creatures happy,.I beg the would 
not impale worms nor whilk, carp: out of one, element, into another, 1f the 
repents of that,guilt, I-hope fhe will Jive as.long as her grandfon Methu- 
felah. There is a commentator that. fays Az life was protracted for never 
having boiled a lobfter alive.. Adieu, dear couple, that 1 honour as much 
as I could honour my firft grandfather and grandmother ! 
Yout moft datful) .. 

ef nt io: aOR“ JAPHED.: 


Ihe sng “ , 


" $e 
aur k 
Nether 


‘ The due'de Chatetet, ‘the French embaflador, had affronted comte Cretnichelf the Refian 
embaffador at a bali at court for precedence ; and a challenge enfued: but their meeting was pre 
7 ez . 7 ays 


ec as aaa 


; vented. Ee Ye or a a e- ; 
* Mr Walpole means, Gince he quitted parliaments 0 A 
f r aE. Ay yt , : ’ “ : > 
aoe ee | LETTER 
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gags y fk ote nts wipe trey! 6s Ck aang ea SY (Ate. + ee serene Ye Paihy 
Bore bape Stent eiad Sestvetl eaten ale PE sated abet phecok ire 
pad ne joie arias LETT Tae ship Wee Ted sete Wl: shin sal shay: wees 
2) Conk Ginko pete cmt Pasig Sepeember 8,.376g-, 
eee sighe at i ite aden of Choiféul's: at’ fapper the ihtendane 
of Rouen afked me, if we have roads of corimufication-all 
ahd Scotland ?—I fuppofe he thinks that in general we inhabit tracklef& 
forefts and wild mountains, and that once ‘a’ year a a tow" legiflators come 
to Paris to learn the arts. of civil life, as to fow corn, plant vines, and. he 
operas. . If this. letter fhould’ contrive , to ramble | ‘through that’ « 
Yorkfhire, where your lordthip has attempted t to improve a dreary hill a8 
uncultivated vale, you will find I remember your commands of oe 
from this capital of the world, whither I am come for the” benefit of 
country, and where I am intenfely ftudying thofe laws and that beautif 
frame of government, which cam alone render a nation happy, great an i 
flourithing ; where lettres de cachet foften manners, and a proper di 
tion of luxury and beggary emfures a common felicity, As we have a: pro- 
digious: number of, ftudents in Conteh of both fexes here at prefent, | 
will not anticipate their difcoveries ; bat, as your particular r friend, will | 
conkuupicate a rare improvement on nature, which ‘thefe” great ‘dof. 
phers have made, and which would add- confiderable beauties to thofe 
parts which your lordfhip has already recovered from the Wafte,’ and taught 
to look a little like a chriftian country. The fecret is very fimple; and yet 
demanded the effort of a mighty genius. to ftrike it out. | (bhis nothing but 
this: ‘Trees ought to be educated as mi ‘as men, and. are ftrange awk- 
ward produétions when not taught | to ho ld emfelves upright or bow on pro- 
per occafions. The academy de belles Tehtaes have eveni offered a prize for 
the man that thall recover the long: loft art of an ancient Greek, called /e 
Sieur Orphée, who inftituted a dancing-{¢hdol, for plants, and gave a mag- 
nificent ball on the birth of the dauphin of Thrace, which was perfor 
entirely by foreft trees. in this whole ene: there is no fuch t 
feeing a tree that is'not well behaved,).” ‘are firtt ttripped 
cut down ; and you would as-foon ‘meet a man'w 


as an oak or ath. As the weather i is ve ‘hot ns ; 
atid the duft- white, 1 affure you it is “Seip tach io 

all over, to diftinguifh “a tree from a hair=dreffer. Left this. Cie a. fe 
like a travelling bypesholey. 1 mutt nes yams your a a <n is 





oe . 
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Jittle diffrence in their heights ; fora tree of thirty years growth being lia- 
ble to be,marked as:royal timber, the proprietors take care not to let their 
trees live to tlie age of being enlifted, but burn them, and plant others as 
often almoft as they change their fathions. This gives an air of perpetual 
youth.to the face of* the country, and if adopted by us would realize Mr. 
Addifon’s viions, and 3 


__ Make our bleak rocks and barren mountains fmile. z 
What other remarks I have,made in my indefatigable fearcH,after.know- 
ledge mutt be referved to a future opportunity ; but a$ your lordthip is my 
friend, I may venture to fay without vanity to you, that Solon nor any 
of the ancient philofophers who travelled to Egypt in queft of religions, 
myfteries, laws and fables, ever fat up fo late with the ladies and priefts 
and frefidents de parlemeat at Memphis, as I do here—and confequently 
were not half fo well qualified as Tam to new model a commonwealth. | 
haye learned how to make remonftrances, and how to anfwer them. ‘The 
latter, it feems, is a fcience much wanted in my own country ‘and yet 
is as eafy and obvious as their treatment of trees, and not very unlike it. 
It was delivered many years ago in an oracular fentence of my namefake—» 
Pind 3 > ;’ 
Odi profanum vulgus, & hreeo.” 


You muft’ deive away the vulgar, and you muft have an hundred and fifty 
thoufand men té drive them away with—that is all. I donot wonder the 
intendant of Rouen thinks we are ftill ina ftate of barbarifm, whentwe are 
ignorant of the very rudiments of goyernment. ; 

“The duke and duchefs of Richmond have been here a few days, and are 
gone to Aubigné. Ido not think him at all well; aud am exceedingly con- 
cerned for it, as I know no man who has more eftimable qualities. They, 

- return’ by the end of the month. J am fludtuating ‘whether J fhall not return, 
with ein,’ as they have preffedme to do, through Holland. I never was 
there," nd could never go fo agreeably’; but then it would protract my ab-, 
ren z ‘a 






ee ae 

Aifuding ‘to the number of rem 

ander the namé' of ‘petitions, which were pre- the Middigfex cletion. E. 
| fenged this year from the livery of London and 

ih: “Mor. V, a ie . oO °o°0 fence 





aftrances many other corporate bodies, on the fubje€tv of 
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fence.thrée weeks, and I am impatient-¢o be in my own cave; : Lom 
ftanding the wifdom. I imbibe everyeday. . But» one cannot facrifice one’s 
felf wholly to the public : Titus and, Wilkes have now and fen | a day. 
Adieu, my dear lord} Be affured that Iothail, not difdain yours and lady. 
Strafford’s converfation, though you have nothing but the goodnefs of your 
hearts, and the fimplicity of your manners, to recommend shee to the more 


enlightened underftanding of vis rh 
Your old frend, Poo artes 





+5 3 HOR. WALPOLE. 
EDP SR ARV pe Re b. i 
©») ¢, © Strawberry-hill, July 9, 1770. 


1 AM not-going to tell you, my dear lord; ‘of the diverfions or honours * 

of Stowe, which I conclude lady Mary has writ to lady Strafford. ‘Th 

the week pafled cheerfully cnovgh, it was more glory than “1 fhould have 
fought of my own head. The journeys to Stowe and Park-place have de- 
ranged my projeéts fo that I don’t know where Iam, aud 1 with they have 
not “civen me the gout into the bargain; for Iam come back very lame, 
and not at all with the bloom that oné ought to Have imported from the 
Elyfian-fields*, Such jaunts when one is growing old 1s playing with 
edged-tools, as my lord @hefterfield, in one of his Worlds, makes the huf- 
band fay to his wife, when fhe pretends that grey powder does not bécoie 
her. It is charming at twenty’ ‘to play at Elyfian-fields, but it is no joké at 
fifty; or too great a joke. It:made ‘me laugh as we were defcending the 
great flight of fteps from the houfe to go and {up in the grotto on the 
banks of Helicon: we were fo cloaked up, for the evening was very cold, 
and fo many of us were limping and hobblitg,’ that Charon. would’ have 
eafily believed. we were going to ferry over in Peace. ‘It is, with much 
more comfort that I am writing to your lordthip i in the Te: bow it oN 
of ‘my few round room, which colle@s all the ray ie fouth-weft 

and compofes a fott of fummer; a feel I Have Ay Be writhis year, except 
laft Thurfday. If the reins fhould ever céafe, and the weather fettle to — 
fine, I thall pay you my’: vilit. at Weutworth-caftle ; but Hides the one 


° 
WOE Be Pata 





* Princefs Amelia was there, 2 At Stowe. xe . sae} 


have 
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sland muchy that I*ahi more difpofed to return to London 
and light p 1. fire; sthanbrave the humours of a climate fo capricious and 
sap wos in) the country.“ I cannot help thinking it grows worfe: I cer- 

remember fuch.a thing as duft; nay, I ftill have a clear idea of it, 
deat I have-feen*hone for dome years, and fhould put fome grains in a 
bottle fora curiofity, if it fhould ever fly again. 

Seas I know none. .You may be fure it was a fubject Bab avoided 
at Stowe; and Beckford’s death had not raifed the gla{s or {pirits ¢ of the 
matter of the houfe. The papers make one fick with talking of that noily 
vapouring fool, as a! would * Algernon Sidney. 


I have not Siiesaed to fee your future’ nephew, though we have ex- 
changed vifits.. It was the firft time I-had been at Marble-hill, fince poor 
lady Suffolk’s death ; and the impreffiou was fo uneafy, that I was not forry 
not to find him at-home. Adieu, my good lord! Except feeing you both, 
nothing can be more agreeable than to heat of yours and lady Strafford’s 
nest. het I As 6 continues perfectly well, 


, Your moft faithful humble fervant, : ’ 
HOR. WALPOLE, 


SSE 


so LET TER XXVIL 


« Arlington-ftreet, Oder 16, 1779. 


‘ie 
THOUGH { Ihave fo very little to fay, it is but my duty, my dear lord, 
to thank you” for, your extreme goodnefs to me and ,your inquiring after 
meé. sae | was very. bad again laft week, but have mended fo mu¢h fince Fri- , 
ar night, that I really now. believe the fit is over. I came to. town on » 
“and can creep about my, room .¢ven: without a. ftick, which is 
“more felicity to me than if Lad g got a white one, Ido notaim yet at fach .. 
prefer ent as walking up ftairs; but haying moulted.my ftick, I flatter my- 
lf. = yi efor eon without being lame. % 


bo oy i 






: 2 Sa evil of Backigha, siattied to his fecond wife a daughter of lady Anne Co- 
nn ne of lord Strafford. 
OQoo02 The 


we 
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The few I have feen tell me ‘there 1 ‘nobody ‘elfe in town.” “That is no 
_ grievance ta me, when 1 fhould be t the mercy of “all that fhoujd pleafe to 
beftow their idle time upon me. J know - ‘nothing of thi war-egg", but 
that fometimes it is to be hatched, and fBrietiines ‘to ‘be addled. Many 
folks get into the neft and fit as hard! upon it as they’can, concluding it 
will produce a,golden chick. As I fhall not’be a feather ‘the better for it, 
"I hate that game-breed, and prefer the old hen’ Peace and “her dunghill 
brood. my compliments to my lady and all her poultry.” 


, .) 


Tam, niy ‘deme’ lord, 
Your infinitely obligedeand faithful Haste paste 


\ GOR. WALPOLE. 





LETTER XXVII. 


c 


Sera Wbesry-1a0h, June 20, 1771. 


‘| HAVE waited impatiently, my dear lord, for fomething worth putting’ 
into a letter; but trees do not {peak in parliament, nor flowers,write.in the 
newfpapers ; and they are almoft the only beings 1 have feen. , 1 dined on 
Tuefday at Notting-hill * with the counteffles of Powis and Holdernefs, lord 
and lady Pelham, and Jord Frederic Cavendifh—and Pam; and fhall go to 
town on Friday to.meet the fame company at lady Hoalderaet's: : ig this 
fhort jousaal Bigs almolt my whole meory and kueeiclae 


I hat now afk your lordfhip’s and lady Strafford’s commands for Paris. 
I fhall fet out on therfeventh of next month. You will think, though you 
will not tell me fo, that thefé-are very juvenile jaunts at my age. Indeed 1 
fhould be afhamed if I went for any other pleafure but that of once more 
{eeing my dear blind friend ’, whofe much. greater age forbids my depending 
on feeing her often. TeMdlindéedl be amufing to change the fcene of po- 
litics'; for though Lhave done with our awe. gRe cannot re hearing thera 


“x Alluding to the difpute with Spain debut the afuir of Pan and. * E 

* The villa of lady Mary Coke near Kenfington: ee he iP 
3 Madame du Deffand. - ; ; ee 
I 
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; nay, » riading them; for,, like flies, they come to break fait with one’ s bread 
_and butter. .I with there was any other vehicle for them but a newfpaper ; ; 
a place ito which, confidering how they are exhaufted, | am fure they have 
, no pretenfions, , The duc d’Aiguillon I hear is minifter.’ Their politics, 
oie way or other, muft end ferioufly, either in defpotifm, a civil war, or 
aflaffination.. Methinks it is playing deep for the power of tyranny. C—— 
‘F—— is more moderate: he only games for an hundred ‘thoufand pounds 
that he has ifot. 


“peut you read, the Life.ofsBenyenuto Cellini, my lord? I am angry with 
*him for being more diftraéted and wrong-headed than my lord Herbert. 
Tillthe revival of thefe two, 1 thought the prefent age had borne the palm 
of abfurdity from all its predeceffors. But I find our cotemporaries are 
quiet good folks, that only game till they hang themfelves, and do not kill 
every body they meet in the ftreet. ,Who would have thought we were fo 
reafonable ¢ 


‘Ranelagh, they tell me, is full of foreagn dukes. There is a duc de la 
Tremouille, a duc d’Aremberg, and other grandees. I know the former, 
ona am not forry to be out of his way. e 


, ” 


It is not pleafanit to leave groves and lawns wiih rivers for a ‘dirty town 
with a distier ditch, calling itfelf the Seine; but I dare not encounter the 
fea and bad inns in cold weather.’ This confideration will bring me back 
“by the end of Auguft. I thould be happy to exceute any commillion for 
“your nee You’ know how earneftly I with always to thow myfelf 


Your lordthip’s mott faithful humble fervant, . 
: HOR. WALPOLE. 


oe the eel dh, er eer Mg Be TE BB RVR 
ty ee Shrhsah ao Paris, Augult 255.1771. 
(cy eae my biennial fix weeks here, my dear lord, apd am pre- 
“anes ret@rn as foon as the weather will allow me. It is {ome comfort 
. toe 


> 
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to the patriot-virtue, envy, to find thisiclimate worfe than our.owns. There 
were four very hot days at the end of laft. month, which you. know with us 
northern people compofe.a fammer ; it has rained half this}. and for thefe 
three days thee has been a deluge, a ftorm, and extreme, cold, -. Yet thefe 
folks fhiver in filk, and fit with their windows. open tiki fupper-time,—In- 
deed, firing is very dear, and nabobs very: iearee. | Oeconomy and retrench- 
ment are the words in fafhion, andare founded in. a little more than ca- 
price. I have heard no inftance of luxury but in mademoifelle Guimard, 

a favourite dancer, who is building a palace: round the /a/e a manger 
there are windows that open upon hot-houfes,¢hat are to produce flowers all 
winter.—That is worthy of There is a finer dancerwhom’ 
Mr. H- is'to tranfplant to London ; a mademoifelle Heinel or Ingle, 
a Fleming. She is tall, perfeétly made, very handfome, and has a fet ‘of 
attitudes copied from the claffics. . She moves as gracefully flowvas Pyg- 
malion’s ftatue when it was coming, to life, and moves‘her leg round as 
‘imperceptibly as if fhe was dancing in the zodiac.—But fhe is not: Virgo. 











They make no more of breaking parliaments here thaman Englith mob 
does of breaking windows, It is pity people are fo ill-forted, If this 
king and ours could crofs over and figure in, Louis XV. wouldsdiffolve our 
parliament if PoHy Jones did but fay a word to him. They have got 
into fuch a habit of it here, that you would think a parliament. was a poly- 
pus; they gut it in two, and by next morning half of it becomes a whole 
affembly. This has literally been-the cafe at Befancon. Leétd and lady 
Barrymore, who are in the higheft favour at Fraps eae will dey able to 
carry over the receipt. « 


Every body feels in their own way. My grief is to, fee the ruinous 
condition of the palaces and piétures. I was yefterday at the Louvre. 
Le Brun’s noble gallery, where the battles of Alexander are, and of which © 
he defigned the ceiling, and even the fhutters, bolts and locks, is in a “worfe 
condition than the old gallery at Somerfet-houfe.. It’ rains in upon the 
pictures, though. there are ftores of much more valuable pieces than thofe 
of Le Brun. Heaps of glorious works by Raphael and all the great maf- 
ters are piled up and equally negleéted at Veriailles, Their care is not. 
lef deftru@ive in private houfes. The. duke of Orleans’s pictures » vand 


the prince of Monaco’s have been. cleaned, and sins i fo. thick that 
you 
& ; ¢ 
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you: m: y ‘fee your face in ‘them ; *aitd fome’ of them have been tranfported 
01 | board to cloth, bit by bit, and the féams filled up with colour; fo 
that in ten’ yea they will not be worth fixpence. It makgs me. as pee- 
vith as if I was pofterity! I hype’ your lordthip’s works will laft longer 
than thefe of Louis XIV. The glories of his fecle haften fatt to their end. 
and little will remain but’ thofé of his authors. 








. 

’ 
edit gs Mp ” 
Mad Gat ’ . é 


I am, my dear lord, 


Loe 


Your moft faithful humble fervant,* , 
HOR. WALPOLE. 








LETTER .xux. | 
veg Strawberry-hill, Sept. 24, 1773. 
THE multiplicity of bufinefs which I fdund chalked out to me by my 
journey to Houghton, has engaged me fo muth, my dear lotd, and the un- 
pleafant {cere opened’ to me there ftruck me fo deeply, that I have neither? 
had time nor cheerfulnefs enough to flatter myfelf T could amufe my friends 
by my letters. “Except the piétores, I found every thing worfe than I ex- 
pected, and the profpect almoft too bad to give me cotirage to putfue what I 
am doing. I am totally ignorant in moft of the branches of bufinefs that 
* are fallen to my lot, and not young enough to learn any new leffon. well. 
All I can hopes to clear the worft part of the way ; for in undertaking to 
retrieve an. eftate, the beginning is certainly, the moft difficult of the work, 
It.is fathoming a chaos, But I will not ee a.confufion to your*lordthip 
ich your. good fenfe will always keep you from experiencing—very un- 
eee na firtt cists of this age hold, that the beft method of 
governing the world is to throw it into diforder. »The experiment is not 
yet Complete, as the re-arrangement is ftill to come. 


tReet 1k A : ov emt ev Lt 4 ‘ ait" leon 

‘Tam very ferioufly glad of the birth of your nephew ‘, my 
going this eyening with my gratulations ; but have been fomuchabfent, ang 
ST Pk ERIE pti PM 4 ee 
wae Rite, Dh * A fon of John earl of Buckingham 's, who died young. — ps 
ae a ® . 
Bayes cd > 
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fo hurried, that I have not yet had the pleafure of fecing lady Anne’, though 
1 have called twice. To Gunnerfbusy I have had no fummons this. Surather: 3 
I receive fuch honours, or the want of them, with proper/refpeat. Lady 
, I fear, is in chace of a Dulcineus thet the will never meet. When 
the ardour of peregrination isa little abated, will not fhe probably give into 
amore comfortable purfuit ;. and, like a print Ishave feen of the bleffed 
martyr Charles ‘I. abandon the hunt.of a corruptible for that of am. incor- 
ruptible crown ? There is another beatific print juft publithed in that ftyle : 
it is of lady Huntingdon. . With much pompous humility, the'looks like an 
old bafket-woman trampling on her coronet at the moyth of a cavern.— 
Poor Whitfield |. If he was forced to do the honours of the /pelunca!— 
Saint Fanny Shirley is nearer confecration. , I was told two days ago that 
fhe had written a letter to lady Selina that was not intelligible, Her grace 
of Kingfton’s glory approaches to confummation in a more worldly ftyle. 
_ The duke j is dying, and has given her the whole eftate, 17,0007. a-year. I 
am told fhe has already notified the contents of the will, and made offers 


of the fale of Thorefby. anes matrons have various ways of expreding 
decency. 





€ € 


‘ Your lordfhip’s new bow-window thrives.—I do net want it to remind 
me ‘of its mafter And miftrefs, to whom 


J am ever the moft devoted humble feryant, om 
HOR. WALPOLE. 





LETTER XE i 
: SB Noy. 1S 177 7: 
1 AM very forry, my gear lord, that you are coming towards us fo flowly 
and unwillingly. I cannot quite wonder at. the latter. The world sis an. 
old acquaintance that does not improve upon one’s hands :—however, one 
‘muft not give way to the difgufts it creates. My maxim, and practice too, is 
to laugh, becaufe I do not like tocry. Icould ane a setae 9 of tears over. - 


c 


" Lady Anne Cenolly. rie M 
all 


yh ity 


POTEET ONS =r 
as a is ; 
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all Phave Yeen and learnt fince my poor nephew’s misfortune '—the more 
one has todo with men the worfe one finds them.—But can one mend 
them ?—Nd.—Ghall we fhut ourfelves up from them ?—No.—We thould 
grow humourifts—and of all agimals an Englifhman is leaft’ made to live 
alone.’ For my part, Lam confcious of fo. many faults, that 1 think I 
gtow better the more bad I fee in my neighbours ; and there are fo many. I 
would not refemble, ‘that it makes me watchful over myftlf. You, my. 
lord,’ who havé forty more good qualities than I have, dhould not feclude 
yourfelf. I do not wonder you defpife knaves and fools ; but remember, 
they want better examples, ‘Tshey will never grow afhamed by® converfing 
bit with one another. ‘ 

*Teame to fettle-here on Friday, being drowned*out of Twickenham. I 
find the tewn defolate, and no news in, it, but that the miniftry give up the 
Irith tax—fome fay, becaufe'it will not pafs even-in Ireland; others, becaufe 
the city of London would have petitioned againft it; and fome, becaufe . 
there were factions in the council—which is not the moft incredible of all. 
I am glad, for the fake of fome of my friends*who would have fuffered by it, 
that it is over. In other refpeéis, I have tot much private bufinefs of my 
own to think about the public, which is big enough to take care of itfelf, e 





. [have heard of fome of lady, ’s mortifications. I have regard and 
efteem for her good qualities, which are many—but I doubt her genius will 
never fuffer her to be quite happy. As fhe will not take the pfalmift’s ad- 
vice of not putting truft, 1 am fure fhe would not follow mine; for, with all 
her piety, king David is. the only royal perfon the will not liften to, and 
therefore I forbear my {weet council. When fhe and lord H meet, 
will not they put you in mind of count Gage and lady Mary Herbert, who 
met in ‘the mines of Afturias after they had failed of the crown of Poland ? 
—Adieu, my dear lord! Come you and my lady antong us. You have 





fome friends that are not odious, and who will be rejoiced to fee you both— 


witnefs, for one, 
pu Yours moft faithfully, 
to ry Padi} ae fe ». : F - 
’ a & aria -* The infanity of George earl of Orford. 
Se oe os 5 eee y ‘ 
a Vomv. iS Ppp LETTER 
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‘ t 
e ‘ } e 


LET FER XXXI. 


' nual 


Serbwbcrtf ity & Nov. 11, 1774s. 


1AM forry there is ftill ti, my dear rear to write,to you again ; and 
that though there is, I have fo little to amufe you with. One is not ‘much 
‘nearer news for being within teu miles of London than if in Yorkthire 5 
and befides, whatever reaches us, lady Greenwich catches t the rebound 
before me,,and fends you before 1 can. Our own circle furnifhes very 
little." DoWwagers are good for propagatingenews when planted, but have. 
done with fending forth fuckers.” Lady Blandford’s coffee-houfe is'removed 
to town, and the duchefs of Newcaftle’s is, little frequented, but by your 
fifter Anne, lady Browne and me. ‘This morning indeed 1 was/at avery 
fine concert at old Franks’s at Iflewgrth, and heard Leoni, who pleated me 
more than any thing Ihave heard thefe hundred years. There is a full me- 
Jancholy melody in his voice, though a falfetta, that nothing but a natural 
voice almoft ever compaffes. ‘Then he fung fongs of Handel in the genuine 
fimple ftyle, and did not put che in pain like rope-dancers, Of the opera I 
hear a difmal atcount ; for I did not go to it to fit in our box like an old 
“king dowager by myfelf. Garrick is treatinig the town, as it deferves and 
likes to be treated, with fCenes, fire-works, and his own writing. A good 
new play I never expett to fee more, nor have feen. fince The Provoked 
Hufband, which came out When I was at fchooh Mai 
is He they fay by his own hand: I don’ t know i, ae 
was told it was a great political event.” If i it is, our politics run as es as 
our plays. From town I heard that lord Briftol was taken fpeechle® with 
a ftroke of the palfy. If he dies, madam Chudleigh muft be tried by her 
peers, as the is certainly either duchefs or countels. 





bes ae ee 
On) a 


Mr. Conway and his eompany are fo pleafed with Paris, that rie talk of 
ftaying till Chriftmas. lam glad 5 for sac will certainly be better .di- 
yerted Shere than here. 


* 


~ 


; Your brat s mott faithful laceance: «sug 
ge » £4 eR WALPOLE. 


it ies 3 
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Pond LETTER’ Xxxil. 
eee, aan > 
; a ih a ms ai Strawberry-hill, November 2, 1776. 
- THOUGH inglation. and con{cioufpefs that a man of my age, who is 
neither, in parliament nor in bufinefs, has little to do in the world, keep me 
a good.deal out of it, yet I will not, my dear lord, encourage you in retire- 
ment, to which for the intereft of your friends you have but too much pro- 
penfity. . The manners of the ,age cannot be agreeable to thofa who, have 
lnved in fomething foberer times; nbr do I think, except in France, where 
old people are never out of fafhion, that it is reafonable to tire thofe whofe 
youth and {pirits may excufe fome diflipation.~ Above all things it is my 
refolution never to profefs retirement, left, when I have loft all my real 
teeth, the imaginary one, valled a colt’s, fhould hurry me back and make 
me ridiculous. But one never outlives all one’s cotemporaries ; one may ° 
aflort with them. Few Englifhmen, too, | have obferved, can bear folitude 
without being burt by it. Our climate makes us capricious, and we 
muft rub off our roughneffes and humours againft one another. We have 
too an always increafing refource, which, is, that though we go not to thy 
young, they muft come to us: younger ufurpers tread on their heels, as they 
did-on ours, and revenge us that have been depofed, They may retain their 
titles, like queen Chriftina, fir M——— N-——, and lord R-——; but they 
find they have no fubjects, If we could but live long enough, we fhould 
hear lord C——, Mr. S——, &c. complain of the airs and abominable hours 
of the youth of the age. You fee, my dear lord, my eafy philofophy can 
divert itfelf with any thing, even with viliong; which perhap? is the beft 
way of treating the great vifion itfeif, life, For half one’s time one fhould 
laugh with the world ; the other half, at it+~and then it is hard if we wart 
amufement. . , 


» Tam lieartily glad, for your lordthip’s and lady Aine Conolly’s fakes, that 
general Howe is fafe. I fincerely intereft myfelf for every body you are con- 
cerned for. I will fay no more on a fubje& on which I fear lam fo un- 
lucky. as to differ very much’ with your lordthip, having always fundamen- 
tally difapproved our conduct with America, Indeed the prefent profpect of 
war with France, when we have fo much difabled ourfelves, andeare ex- 

pofed in fo many quarters, is a topic for general lamentation, | rather than 
; age . - . : Pp pp2 for 


aes eas 
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for Canvaffing of opinions, which every'man mutt form for himfelf : and I 


doubt the moment is advatiting he we cvinadl be forced to think alike at 


leaft on the prefent. © He A mas Aa ‘hi: aps ee 


ae 


Ihave not been yet above a fii ata cities in > townabd thall be glad to 
_give your lordfhip and lady Strafford a meeting t there at pleafe. 


Your moft faithful humble fervant, 


aa etal, HOR. . WALPOLE. 
coisa tesa eM see Eee . a5} +4 © 
LES TER TER ee Ree 
- Shs 9 Mat June 12, 1780. 
MY DEAR LORD, ' . 


: 


IF the late events had been within .the common cinetin of news, I 
would have tried to entertaim your lordfhip: with an account of them ; but 
they were far keyond that fize, and. could only create horror and indigna- 

ction: Religion has often been the cloak of injuftice, outrage and villainy : 
in “our late tumults, it farce kept on its mafk a moment; its perfecution 
was downright robbery ; and it was fo drunk, that it killed its banditti fafter 
than they could plunder... The tumults have been carried on. in fo violent 
and f{candalou’ a manner, that I truft they will haye no. copies. .. _ When pri- 
fons are levelled to the ground, when the. bank is aimed at, and reformation 
is attempted by conflagrations, the favages.of Canada are the only fit allies © 
of lord George Gordon and ‘hiserew. The Tower is much too, embed a 
prifon for him—but he had left no other. 


I came out of town on Friday, having feen a good deal of the -thocking 
tranfactions of Wednefday night—in faét, it was difficult to be “in London 
and not fee, or think ‘fome part of it in flames—I faw thofe of the King’s 
Bench, New prifon, and thofe on the three fides of the Fleet-market, which 
united into one-blaze. The town and parks are now one camp—the’ next 
' difagrecable fight to the capital being im athes, — It will ftill not have been a 
fatal tragedy, if it brir:gs the nation ome and all to their fenfes, . It will fill 
be not quite an unhappy country, if we fefle& that the old ‘conftitution, 
' exactly as it was in the laft reign, was the moft Nig i, of any in the uni- 

: vee. 


ville. te made us then the firft nai: in Europe—we have a vatt deal of 

‘ground t to “recover—but can we take*a bette® path than that which king 
William pointed out to us? I mean the fyftem he left us at, the revolution. 
A am basta bo Cf changes of ¢ it—it fitted us "jult as it was. 





Cote ae ‘ic even individuals muft be upon their guard. Our new 
es now imprifoned apoftle has delivered fo many congenial faint Petcts 
_ from j ail,-that one hears of nothing but robberies on the highway. Your 
lordfhip” $s “fitter, lady Browne and ‘| have been at T wickentam-park this 
. evening, and kept together’ andshad a horfeman at our return.” Baron 
d’Aguilar was thot at in that very lane on Thurfday night. A troop of the 
_ fugitives had rendezvouted ih Combe-w ood, and were diflodged thence yef- 
ies Py the light-horfe. 
“do not know a fyllable but what relates to thefe difturbances. The 
*  aeietpaber have..negle@ted few truths. Lies, without their natural pro- 
~ penfity to falfehoods, they could not avoidyfor-every minute produces fome, 
“at leaft exaggerations. We were threatened with fwagms of good pro- 
, “teftants 2 druler from all quarters, and report fent various detachments fypm 
eye metropolis ‘on fimilar errands ; but thank God theyehave been tit re- 
~ ports !——Oh! when fhall we have peace and tranquillity ? J hope your lord- 
~-thip and lady Strafford will at leaft enjoy the latter in your charming woods. 
Ry iy have long doubted which of our’ paffions is the ftrongeft—perhaps every 
one of them is equally ftrong in fome perfon or other—but I have no doubt 
fe ies iit tesbivioks is the tfnoft deteftable, and the moft inexcufable ; for its mif- 
ae chiefs. are.by far the moft extenfive, and it enjoyments by "no means pro- 
“portioned tits anxieties. The latter, I believe, is the cafe of moft paffions 
“ bit then all but ambition coft little pain to any but the pofleflor, An 
wr ambitious man mutt be divefted of ‘all feeling but *for himfelf. The tor- 
* ent of others is his high road to happinef’. Were the tranfmigration of 
ue true, and accompanied by con{cioufnefs, how delighted wouid Alex- 
“ander or Croefus be to find themfelves on four legs, and divefted of a with 
to er it Pe ar to heap up all the wealth of this! — my 


arias! | 


- a Jams of gratefully) your Pay: s obedient humble frvant, 
wis on es Sa aye 
ABTA € Ms HOR. WALPOLE, 
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A Lie ae ESE et poe pte if rays 
rf LETTER XXXIV. bas : re 
e “ mia ee a Strawberry-hill, September 9, 1780. 
TAM very. happy at receiv ing a letter, from your lordfhip this moment, 
as I thought it very long fince we had correfponded, but am afraid of be- 
iyg troublefome, when I have not the excufe of thanking you, or fomething 
worth telling you, which in truth is not the cafe at prefent. No foul, whe- 
ther interefted or not, but deafens one about eleétions, J always detetted 
them, even when in parliament ; and when I,lived a good deal at White’ $5 
preferred hearing of Newmarket to eleétions ; for the former, being uttered" 
ina language I did not underftand, did not engage my attention; but as 
they talked of eleétions in’ Englifh, T could not help knowing what they 
faid, It does furprife me, ] own, that people can choofe to ftuff their 
heads with details and circumftances, of which in fix weeks they will never 
hear or think more. The weather till now has been the chief topic of 
converfation. Of late it has been the third very hot fummer ; but refrefhed 
by fo little rain, that the banks ¢fthe Thames have been and are, I believe, 
like thofe of theeManzanares. * The night ‘before laft we had fome good 
thewers, and to-day a thick fog has diffolved in forme as thin as gauze. 
Still} am not quite forry to enjoy the weather of aduft climates without 
their tempefts and infeés,—Lady Cowper { lately vifited, and but lately : 
if what I hear is true, I fhall be a gainer, for they talk of lord D- 
having her houfe at Richmond: like your lordfhip, I confef¥ I was fur- 
prifed at his choice. I know nothing to the prejudice of th e young Jady— 
but I thould aot have feleéted, for fo gentle and very afniable a man, a fifter 
of the emprefs of fathion, nor a daughter of the goddefs of wifdom. f 





They talk of great diflatinfaBions tthe fleet. Geary and Barrington’ are 
cettdinly retired, | It looks, if this deplorable war fhould contihue, as if all, 
our commanders by fea and and were to be aitgreced + or difgutted. AN ta 

The people here have. shriftemed Mr. Shirley’s new houte, Spitechall' ‘. 
It is difmal to think that one may live to feventy-feven, afid go out of the’ 
world doing as.ill-natured.an aét as poffible ! ‘When I am reduced to’ detail 
the. gazette of Twickenham, I had better releale P ited lordthip—bet either) 

ae CR ej ies) ; 


* Becaule built (it was faid) on pape to ‘intercept'a view rat the ‘Thames 2 his 
neighbour. BR 


» 
lo I 6 


ee 
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way it i$ from the utmoft atttension and ioe for your lordihip ang lady 


Strafford, as I am ever ” ° 
’ 


Mott devotedly and pee yours, » 
; ’ 
ia 6 a HOR. WALPOLE. 





: LETTER XXXV. 
: 2 ’ Strawberry- bas June 1 13, 1781. 


IT was very kind, my dear lord, to recollect me fo foon:. I with I could: 
return it by amufing you ; but ‘here I know nothing, and fuppofe it is owing 
to age that even in town I do not find the tranfactions of the world very 
entertaining. One muft fit up all night to fee or hear any thing—and if 
the town intends to.do any thing, they never begin to do it till next day. ° 


Mr. Conway will certainly be here the, end of this month, having 
thoroughly fecured his ifland from furprife, -and it is not lable to be taken 
any other way. I with he was governor of this bigger one too, which dass. 
not feem quite fo well guarantied. ; . , 


Your lordfhip will wonder at a vifit 1 had yefterday: it was from Mr. 
————, who has pafled a day and night here. It was not from my being 
a fellow- {cholar ef Veftris, but from his being turned antiquary ;. the laft 
py ame T fhouldvhave thought a Macaroni would have taken. 1am as proud: 
fuch a difciple as of having converted Dicky Bateman from? a Chinefe to 

a Goth.» “Though he was the founder of the Sharawadgi tafte in England, I 
preached fo effeétually that his every pagoda took the veil The methodifts 
fay, one muft have been very wicked before one can¥e of the clea—yet is 
_ that extreme more diftant from the ton, which avows knowing and hiking: 
nothing but the fafhion of the inftant, to ftudying what were the modes of 
five hundred years ago? L hope this converfion will not ruin Mr, + s 
fortune under thé lord lieutenant of Ireland, How his Irith majefty will 
be fhocked, when he atks how large prince B ’s fhoe-buckles are 
grown, to ‘be anfwered, he does not know, but that Charles Brandon's cotl- 
ed at the Jatt birth-day had three yards of velvet in. it! and* that the 








duchefs 


mt . 
’ 
Pp dees 
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duchefs of Buckingham thruft out her chit two inches farther than‘ever, in. 
admiration of it! and that: the ato pes ine 1 out bet jae iy 
endeavouring to imitate her! |. ; i " 

We have at laft had fies: rains, ahich ; Shee extehded. ly , Yorkthire, i 
and that your lordthip has found Wentworth-caftle in the bloom of verdure. 
Ir always, as in duty bound, with veer: to — ene 9 neg 
thing there, and am f 

« You lordfhip’s ever Maevoted and grateful humble fervait:| : 


HOR, WALPOL I 


SLE T TER XXxvi."” . t UREREGO cea 
+ © Strawberry-hill, Auguft 31, Sh 
YOUR lordftfip’s too friendly partiality fees talents in me, which T am ‘ 
fure d do. not poffgfs, With all my defire of amufing vou, and with | all any 
fenfe of gratitude for your long and unalterable goodnet, it is ‘quite ime 
poffible to fend you an entertaining letter from hence. The infipidity of 
my life, that is paffed with a few ‘old people that are wearing ptit like my-— 
felf, after furviving fo many of my acquaintance, can furnith no matter of © 
correfpondence. ‘What few novelties I hear, come fale, and. not till they 
have been hathed in the newfpapers 5 and, though. we are engaged in fuch 
big and wide wars, they produce no ftriking events, not furnith any thing 
but regrets for the lives and millions | we. fling away to no purpofe! One 
cannot divert when one can only compute ; nor extract entertainment from. 
prophecies that there is no reafon to colour fayourably. .We have indeed 
foretold fuccefs for feven years ee but debts and_ Ficosdhe wee, been the 4 
_fole completion, ; nite uh ia . oe eee 
_ If one turns to private. life, what is. there to furnith ae eo 
Deffipation without object, pleafure, or genius, is the only colour of the 
times. One hears every day of fomebody undone, but can we or they tell 
ne except when it is by the moft expeditious | of all Pah eS. And 


oo ae 
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* : ‘ 
now, even the lofs of an hundred thoufand pounds is not rare enough tp be 
furprifing. — One may ftare or growl, but cannot relate any thing that is 
worth*hearhhg. I do not love to cenfure a younger age; but,in good truth 
., they neither amufe me nor enable me to amufe others. ij 


~The pleafanteft event I know, happened to myfelf laft Sunday morning, 
when general Conway, very unexpectedly, walked in as I was‘at breakfaft, in 
his way to Park-place. He looks as well in health and fpirits as ever I faw 
him; and though he ftaid but half an hour, I was perfeétly content, as he is 
at home. 5 ° Pik! Tone 


° > : 


Tam glad your lordfhip likes,the fourth book of The Garden, which is 
admirably coloured. ‘The verfion of Frefnoy I thihk the fineft tranflation I 
ever faw. It is a moft beautiful poem extracted from as dry an@ profaic a 
parcel of werfes as could be’put together: Mr. Mafon has gilded lead, and , 
burnithed it highly. Lord and lady Harcourt I fhould think would make 
him a vifit, and 1 hope for their fakes will vifit Wentworth-caftle. As they 
both have tafte, I fhould be forry they did not fee the perfeéteft fpecimen of 
architeéture I know, : ° 


Mrs. D-——— certainly goes abroad this winter. I am glad of it for eens 
reafon but her abfence. Iam cegtain it will be effential to her health ; and 
the has fo eminently a claffic genius, and is herfelf fo fuperior an artift, that 
I enjoy the pléafure fhe will have in vifiting Italy. 


‘As your lordfhip hasshonoured all the produétions of my pref§ with your 
acceptance, 1 venture to inclofe the laft, which I printed té oblige the 
L——s. “There are many beautiful and poetic expreffions in, it. A 
wedding to be fure is neither a new nor a promifing fubject, nor will outlaft 

- the favours: {till ] think Mr. Jones’s ode is uncommonly good for the oc- 
eafion'; at leaft, if it does not much charm lady Strafford and your lordthip, + 
I know you will receive it kindly asa tribute from Strawberry-hill, as every 
homage is due to you both from its matter. 


oe Me Your devoted humble fervant, 

heh ae - : bes, he ‘ : . 
a ees : HOR. WALPOLE. 
FA Rh ae $24. Pie , , 

# i ‘4 i oe % “ . 
tiie : 1 Phe marriage of lord Althorp with mifs Bingham. 


Seay. of ae Qqq LETTER 









ta cm. me vty Assen 


<ahe sso 


“me for thanks and ; an Feige e 
‘I not only grow fo old, but th 
they.advife me. to keep. out 
fit to be inférming or en 
the verge’ ‘of the tomb, or. vho have af 

tion, both tacitly implied that Pe not o 
ever dear what we ate going to leave may *- all that is not partie 
dear mult ceafe to intereft us much,» If thofe sepinn Hen the ther 
with our gayeft thoughts,. muft not: “their, hue grow, more du 
lic misfortunes. and difgraces, cait a, general thade? The 
foon. emerges out of every gloom,,and wantons 
that levity imprint a ftill deeper melancholy on thofe wt 0 do think? Haye 
any ofvour calamities correéted us? “Are we not evell ng on..the brink 
of the precipice? . Does adminiftration grow. “more. fage, or. -defire tha 
we"fhould grow-more fober ?. Are thefe themes for Jetters,, my. dear Jos 












Can one repeat common news’ with indifierence, while out thame is writ. ‘ 
ing for future hiftory by. the pehs of all our numerous enemies? When did 

England fee two whole armies lay down their arms and furrender th lem : 
prifoners ? ‘Can’ vénal addteffes eface fach pase aecbredte reco 












ras 






in every country in Europe? «Ori will {uch di 
Is not America loft to us? “Shall we’ ‘offer ‘up more h 
demon ‘of obftinacy+-and fhall we tax ihe aed 
the facrifice? Thefe’are thoughts I cannot fifle at Kee . 


forces ‘them and though I do not doubt but- the fame fpir 
.that has fwallowed up, all our princi les, et 


with its ‘wonted’ fovercignty;. Lhad rather & t 
tion.— Yet J cannot taik, for 1 ‘cannot think; on @ 
not fix days ago, that in the height of four raging wa rs I faw it 
an account apes incr ‘ gs ofthe compe yaniv : ‘alk 


easly 














coma ran hat 
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; s and coufins? © Had we had: Gazettes and Morning Pofts in 
1ys, would they have been, filled with uch tittle-tattle after the battle 
\gincoust, or in the more refembling weeks after the battle of Nafeby ? 
‘rench trifle equally.even duting the ridiculous war of the Fronde? 
“as impertinent” then, at leaft-they had wit in their levity. 

nkeys in conduét, and as clum#fy as bears when We try to gam- 
ny lord! [have no patiénce with my country f and fhall leave 
ret tCan® we be proud when all Europe feorns'us? It was 
Fa fometimes to hate us, bit’ never defpifed us before. 
was contemptible, ‘but he did not lofe an America! His 
fold us, his younger: loft ae. we ae ourfelves. Now 


ie s spc if 1 bitte hid too much— but I do not be- 
~ You have never fold yqurtelf, and, therefore, have not been 
‘out deftruction: You mutt be happy now not to have a fon, 
d-livé to grovel: in the dregs of England, Your eng. 

ife “to fecede from the folltes of your countrymen. May 
‘Strafford long e a the tranquillity*that*has’ been your op- 
better amateet ‘—and may you amufe yourfelf without giving loaf 
sepets overflowed i in this letter from 


Foith ees 4 ite 


—. devoted humble fer ant, 










% 


HOR. WALPOLE! 


| Suomen peer 16, 4382. 


a I believe it muft be conveyed by a 
water, and a poftman has not where to fet the 
y tell me, that in the north you have not been ‘fo 

be very fortunate ; for in thefe parts every thing is 
t corn, the theep, and the'camps—but, in trath, 
moft gloomy, and even in leffer lights” uncom- 
but armed for battle. Mr. Potts, who 


Qqq2 3 lives 
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lives at Mr. Hindley’ s, wits attacked and robbed laft week at the : 
Gunnerfbury-lane, by five footpads who had two blunderbuffes, ady 
Browne and } do continue going.to Twickenham-park ; but: rig et t know 
how long it will be prudent, nor whether i it is fo now.” * 


'- Thave not been at Park-place, for Mr. Cohties is oi ne; a kaftnly 
‘for a night or tWo. His regiment was réviewed yeflerday at A thford=c 
but I did not go to fee it.—In truth, I have fo'little tafte for common) fi 
that I never did fee a review in my life.” I was in town lait wei 
faw not ménfieur - hecoeasd ‘nor wes feen the giant or, the ‘await i ON 









Roe Mrs, Clive. is etnias very dcklocihags but has ini ae of. fate, 
and, which I am glad of,‘thinks herfelf better. All'vifions that comfort one 
are defirable—the conditions of mortality do not bear: being “pryed into ; 
nor am I an admirer of that philofophy that {crutinizes. into them : the 
 philofophy of deceiving one’s felf is vattly pipanser , ee ae acnine an- 
Minera what we cannot onto | 


I o not pietend to fend your ‘leradlip any news, for 1 paw aia a tiecle, 
wor inquire. « Peace is the fole event of which I with to hear. For private 
nev’s. I have outlived almoit all the world with which 1 was acquainted, 
and have no curiofity about the fext generation, fcarce more than about 
the 2oth century. I with I was lefs indifferent for the fake, of the few 
with whom 1 correfpond, your lordfhip in particular, who‘are always fo 
good and partial to me, and on whom I fhould indubitably w wait, were I fit 
to take a long journey; but as T walk ‘no better than a tortoife, 1 make a 
confcience of not incommodating my friends, whom I fhould only confine 
at home. Indeed both my feet and hands are fo lame, that I now fearce 
ever dine abroad. Being fo antiquated and infipid, I will releafe, ae 
Jordfhip, and am, with my unalterable Pichi to i 7 Senin “ili 





.  (teurme, EARL of STRAFFORD. ~ 48s 


4 7 iG $ r 

ue We be Porn a yo si Ae ; ? a) 

the Boa Ne be oe : mt 
RPL filife ohi RTT 2, RRR, 


ive ay s 7 : oF % id Strawberry-hill, O€tober 35 1782. 
«TP DID think it long fince I ‘had the honour of hearing from your Jord- 
- thip 3, but confcious ‘how little I could repay you with any-entertainment, I 
. waited with patience, _ In fact, I believe fummer-correfpondences often turn 
~ on complaints of want of news. It is unlucky that that is generally the feafon 
of correfpondence as it is of feparation, People affembled in'a capital con- 
* trive to furnifh matter, but then thty have not occafion to write it. Summer 
_ being the feafon of campaigns, ought to be more fertile—I am glad when that 
is not the cafe, for what is an account of a battle but a lift of burials? Vultures 
_ and birdsof prey might write with pleafure to theircorrefpondents in the Alps 
_ of fuch events—but they’ ought to be melancholy topics to thofe who have 
» no beaks or'talons. » At this moment if Iwas an epicure among the tharks, 
I thould rejoice that general Elliot has juft fent the carcafes of 1500 Spa- 
niards.down to market under Gibraltar—tbut I am more pleafed that he 
- difpatched boats and faved fome of thofe* whom he had overfet. What 
~ -muft a man of fo much feeling have fuffered at being forced to do his duty 
£6 well as he has done ! I remember hearing fuch another humane being, 
that “brave'old admiral fir Charles Wager, fay, that in his life he had never 
~ killed'a fly ws 


‘This demolition of the Spanith armada is a great event—a very good 
one, if it prevents a battle between lord Hawe and the combined fleets, as 
“I thould hope ; and yet better if it produce’ peace ; the only. political crifis 
“to which I look with eagernefS. Were that happy moment arrived, there 
“is ample matter to employ our great men, if we have any, in retrieving 
the affairs of this:country, if they are to be retrieved.—But though our 
- fedentary politicians write abundance of letters m the newfpapers, full of 
plans of public fpirit, Idoubt the nation is not fober enough to fet about 
ts. own wo. cp me When. none reform themfelves, litthe good is to 
ye expected. . We fee by the.excefs of highwaymen. how far evils will go 
re any attempt is made.to.cure them. I.am fure, from the magnitude 
"of this inconvenience, that I am not talking merely like an od man. I 
“hae lived here above thirty years, and ufed to go-every where round at all 
sta 
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hours of the night without any precaution, I cannot now ftir a mile from my 
own houfe after Fan-fet i ee es or bi ae h ince” es. 
I am not furprifed your Jordi : 





p's Sheafants were ftolen : 4 a woman 
taken laft ‘Saturday “night loaded “nine ge ge be aa ‘they fay has ay 
peached a gang of fourteen | ficafetbRee ca coin pee ane under graduates— 
when they fhould have taken their doétor’s degrees, they would not have 
piddled in fuch little game. . Thofe CO CRTER, apace) have t fe a 
men not to plunder, for. farthings... Meer 6 38S iy 5 

Mes Ms ° 
I amwery Seatie of your Jorathip” s eae rh my. ge Mr. 
‘He is:a fenfible, well-behaved, young mah, | saa I iat would not have 


abufed al poedast. i eit REY a: wt he hy : Cad eli A 


ay 





sal 
@ 


“Mr ‘Mafon writes to mae, that. the fhall. ie at ‘York at the end of. this 
month. .I was to have gone to Nunéham ; but’. the -houfe > is 3 fo. little ad 
vanced, that itis.a queftion whether they. can receive. me... fon, I doubt, 
has been idle there. I am fure, if he found no mufes ie e could pick 
up none at Oxford, where there is not fo much asa atedaer dais: 
lived. in asnule’ 's family. “th cid a ee belies sh 6 


mat 


Panton bess havnt to at the Tamibs, and tufts that tay Serio va 


not reject his homage. 











ae thee RASA 9 ay xb pee iy #4 “ast, ee 


Iam ever mer lyf s and | your torah S Seb ona 


deity 4 4... augue a + 
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| RETTER = oh pati ig 
. * PSE wale ta aver Jo 9 wey 78, | 
‘THOUGH y your oe loréthig' pe partiality eaivcndbioe: to my letters, cee | 
perceive that they grow as Bs ota’ as the writer. News are the foul of 
lettérs ; when we give them a body of our own ‘invention, it is as wnlek ‘ 
life as a ftatue. I have withdrawn fo much from the world, that the newf 
papers know every ‘thing before me, aos ica they have w irped the 
3 “province 
f : 
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vince 0: telling every thing, private as well as public ; and confeqyently 
eat deal more than I thould with to know, or like to report. . When | 
ear the tranfactions of much, younge® people, they do not pais. from my 
fa. nor dces your lordfhip intereft yourlelf mere about 
io fet ftill, when one reduces one’s department to fuch nar- 

limi "3 | a, ‘correfpondence fuffers by it it. However, as I defire to thow 
nly my gra ititude ‘and attachment, hot’my wit, I ‘fhall certainly obey your 
Slotig's ‘as you are content to read’ my letters, after I have told you 


Fairy Boyt Tue ve ° can Sa Fea you. . 


pe se oF French, T aed we fhall have few more. They have 
ruined us fo totally by the war, much lef enfiched themfelves fo much 
‘that they who have been here, complained fo piteoufly of the ex- 
nef ‘of “England, that probably they will deter others from a fimilar 
vor, fuch 1s their ficklenefs, are, the French conftant to any thing bute 
of théemifelves, Their Andlomanie [ hear has mounted—or de- 
bei rs our ¢uftoms to our perfons. | Englith people are in fafhion at 
Verfaillés, A Mri ——=+, who wrote fome pretty verfes at Bath two or 
three years ago, isa favourite there. One who was fo, or” may be ftill, the 
beau I lion, came upon a very | different, errand—in fhort, to purchafe eatthy 
price a bo book written by Linguet, which was juft coming out, called Antot- 
i bee will tell eae why the beau Dillon’ was the meflenger. 
“ib: 
ert ah de Guignes and his daughters came bithchait it was at eight 
‘at night in the height” of the deluge, You may be fure I was rich 
d by fuch avitit! “¥Y-was forced to light candles to fhow them any 
and muft have ave lighted the moon to fhow them the views. . If this is 
thea? way of feeing England, they might as well: ‘Took at it with an opera 
: aa Nee the thore of Calais. ¥ ‘ 























: foo i i§ to come to”me on Sunday, and ‘will find me mighty bufy 

h making my lock of ‘hay, which is not yet cut. I don’t know why, but 

5 ae more anxious about their hay than their corn, or twenty 

gs that coft them ‘more. I fuppofé my lord Chefterfield, or fome 

r, made it fathionable to care ‘about’ one’ s hay. —Nobody betrays 
Hh tat ha » 
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We have exchanged {pring and fuamer, for autumn. and: winter, as well 
as day for might. If religion, or laweenjoined people to. Jove. light and pro- 
{pects and verdure, 1 fhould not wonder if perverfenefs made us hate them— 
no, nor if fociety made us prefer living alwayg in town to folitude and beauty. 
—But that is not the cafe. The moft fafhionable hurry‘into the country at 
Chriftmas and Eafter, let the weather be ever fo bad=—and the fineft ladies, 
who will go no’whither till eleven at night, certainly. pafs more tirefome 
hours in London alone than they would in the country:—But all this is no 
bufinefs of mine: they do what they like, and fodoI—AndI am e ingly 
tolerant about people who are perfectly indifferent to me. , The fun and the 
{eafons were not gone out of fathion: when I ‘was young—and I may do what’ 
1 will with them now I am old: for fafhion ig fortuaately no law but to its 
devotees. “Were I five-and-twenty, I dare to fay, I thould think every whim 
of my,cotemporaries very wife, as.1 did then.. In one light Iam always’on 
the fide of the young; for they only filently defpife thofe who do not conform | 
to their ordonnances ; but age is veryeapt to be angry at-the. change 0 of cuf- 
toms, and partial to others no better founded, It is happy when we are oc- 
cupied by nothing more ferious, “It is happy for a nation, when mere fathions 
are a topic that cin employ its attention ; for though diffipation may Jeadito . 

gtmer moments, it commences with eafe and tranquillity ; and they:at leat: 
who live before the fcene fhifts arg fortunate, confidering» and comparing ° 
themfelves with the various regious who. enjoy ho parallel felicity. 1 con~ 
fefs my reflections are couleur de. rofe at prefent. I did-not much expect to 
live to fee peace, without far more extenfive ruin than has fallen onus. T 
will not probe futurity.an fearch of Jefs: agrecable. conjectures. Prognofti- 
cators may fee many feeds of dafky hue—but I am too old to look forwards. 
Without any. omens, common fenfe tells one, ‘that in the revolution of ages: 
nations muft have unprofperous.periods.—But why fhould I torment myfelf 
for what may happen jin twenty years after my death, more than for what 
may happen in two hundred? Nor thall I be more interefted in the one 
than inthe other. . This is:no indifference for my country. —I with it could 
always be happy—But f I do to all other countries, © Yet’who — ever 
pafs a tranguil moments if. sail mare doposleeniins ees him eh be Sabie th 

Adieu, my good lord: 1B. doubt this ‘ladies ney more exc ok, 
than the one Tannounced at the beginning. — When I had no news to 8 
you, it was no reafon, for tiring you with common ern te 

9 tip s 
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‘ 
thip’s indulgence fpoils me. Does*not it look as if I thought, that, besaufe 
you commend my letters, you would like whatever I fay? Will not lady 
Strafford think that I abufe your patience >I afk both your,pardons—and 


4 
. 


am to both ” 
A moft devoted humble fervant, 
HOR. WALPOLE. : 


, ® | 

. LETTER KU. F 
Strawberry-hill, Auguil 1, 1783. 
IT would be great happinefs indeed to me, my dear lord, if {uch notiings 

as my letters could contribute to any part of your lordthip’s; but as your « 
own partiality beftows their chief merit on them, you fee they owe more 
to your friendfhip than to the writer, It is not my intereft to depreciate 
them; much lefs to undermine the foundation of their fole worth. Yet it 
woud be difhoneft not to warn your lordfhip, that if my fetters have had 
any intrinfic recommendation, they mutt lofe of it every day. Years arfd 
frequent returns of gout have made a ruip of me. Dullnefs, in the form of 
indolence, grows upon me. I amiinactive, lifelets, and fo indifferent to moft 
things, that I acither enquire after nor remember any topics that might enliven 
my letters. Nothing is fo infipid as my way of pafling my time. But J 
need not {pecify what my letters fpeak.—They can have no {pirit left—and 
would be perfeétly inanimate, if attachment and gratitude to your lordfhip 
were as liable to be extinguifhed by old age a? our more amuting qualities. 
I make no new conneétions ; but cherith thoie that remain with all the 

warmth of youth and the picty of grey hairs. R 


The weather here has been, and is, with very few intervals, fultry to this 
moment. I think it has been of fervice to me; though by overheating 
myfelf I had a few days of lamenets. The harveft is half over already all 
round us, and fo pure, that lot a poppy or cornflower is to be feen. Every 
field feems to have been weeded lke B——’s bowling-green. If Ceres, 
who is at leaft as old as many of our fathionable ladies, loves trickmg her- 
felf gut in fiowers as they do, the must be mortified ; and with more reafon ; 


Vor. Ve.” : Rrr for 


Ok 


490 LETTERS rrom tus Hon. HORACE WALPOLE 


for fhe looks well always with top-knets of ultramarine and vermilion, 
which modern goddeffes do not foe half fo long as they think they do. As 
providence fhowers fo many bleffings on us, I with the peace may confirm 
them! Neceffary Tam fure it was--and when it cannot reftore us, where 
fhould we have been, had the war continued ! Of our fituation and profpect 
T confefs my opinion is melancholy—not from prefent politics, but irom 
*paft. We flung away the moft brilliant pefition—I doubt, for a long feafon ! 
With politics I have totally done. I with the preient minifters may laft; 
for I think better of their principles than of thofe of their opponents (with 
a few falvos on both fides), atid fo Ido of their abilities. —But it would be 
folly in me to concern rmylelf about new génerations.—How little a way can 
I fee of their progrets ! | e 


I am rather furprifed at the new gountefs of ; - How coulda wo- 

« man be ambitions of refembling Premetheus, to be pawed and clawed and 

gnawed by a vulture? I beg your ¢arldom’s pardon ; but I could not con- 
ceive that a coronet was {fo very tempting ! 





Lady Browne is quite recovered—unlefs fhe relapfes from what we 
uffer at Twickenham-park froma lord N , an old feaman, who is 
come to Richmond on a vifit to the duke of Montrofe. J think the poor 
man muft be out of his fenfes—at leaft ‘he talks us out of ours. It is the 
moft inceffant and incoherent rhapfody that ever was heard. , He fits by the 
card-table, and pours on Mrs. N all that ever happened in his voyages 
or his memory. He details the fhip’s allowance, ad talks to her as if the ‘ 
was his firf'mate. Then irfthe mornings he carries his daughter to town 
to {ve St. Paul's, and the Tower, and Weftminfter-abbey ; and at night dif- 
gorges all he has feen; till we don’t know the ace of fpades from queen 
Elizabeth’s pocket-jifto! in the armory. Mercy on us!—And mercy on 
your lordfhip too! Why fhould you be ftunned with that alarum ? Have you 
had your earthquake, my lord? Many have had theirs. I affure you F have 
nad mine. Above a week ago, when broad awake, the doors of the cabinet 
by my bed-fide rattled, without a breath of wind. I imagined fornebody 
was walking on the leads, or had broken into the room under me. It was 
between four and five in the morning. I rang my bell. Before my fervant 
could céme it happened again ; and was,exatily like the horizontal tremor I 
felt from the earthquake fome years ago. As I had rung once, it is ee 

‘ Wa 
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was awake, Trang again; but h&ard nothing | I i f 
: : raed ni $s more. Tam quite perfyaded 
ere was tome Commotion ; nor is it farprifine that the dre. 
pee ae Is. | g that the dreadful cruptions 
ire ve coalts of Italy and Sicily fhould have oceafe: =d 
tion that has extehded fujnite he ar ee 
wat has extehced faintly hither, and contributed to the heats and mits 
that have been fo extraordinary. George Montagu faid of our | r th. 
ce se oe $ ao d { uit carth~ 
quake, that it was {> tame you might have ftroked it, It is ¢ oinfortable t 
1 i on > . . a be = ‘ ' ‘ ‘ 7 ' ; : ; 
live where one can reafon on them without dreg ling them! What fatit? 
faction fhould you have in having erected fuch a monument of your tad 
ona tr rey b Oe i | -- . ; /* as “s 
my lord, as Wentworth-caflle, i you did not know but it meght b: over- 
furned ina momert and cruth You?, Sir William Hamilton is expe ted: he 
: A - ‘ y etcd = 
has been groping in all thofe devaftations. — OF all Vocations TE would not be 
a profeffor of earthquakes! Jprefer ttudies that, ave couleur de rofe—nor 
would ever think of calamities, if I can do nothing to relieve them. Yet 
this isa weaknefs of mind that I do pot defend, They are more refpectable 
who can behold philofophically the greut theatre of events-—or rather thise 
little theatre of ours! In tome anipfer {phere, they may look on the ca- 
taftrophe of Meffina as we do on kicking to picces an ant-hiil. 


. Blefs me! what a farrago is my letter! It is like the e&tracts of books 
i a monthly magazine-—I had no right to centure poor lord N a's 
ramblings! Lady Strafford will think ,he has infe@ed me. Good-night, 
my dear lord and lady ! , 

‘ Your ever devoted 





HOR. WALPOLE. 


’ 
are nn a Sh ene 5 . 


LETTER XLII, 


Strawberry-hill, Sept. 12, 1785. 


YOUR lordfhip tells me you hope my fummer has glided pleafantly, 
like our Thames. I cannot fay it has paffed very pleafantly to me, though, 
like the Thames, dry and low; for fomehow or other I caught a rheumatic 
fever in the great heats, arfd cannot get rid of it. I have juft been at Parks 
place and Nunecham, in hopes change of air would cure me; but to no 
purpofe. Indeed, as want of fleep is my chief complaint, I doubt 1 mui 
mage ufe of avery different ad more difagrecable remedy, the air of 


Lomon, the.only piace that I ever find agrte with me when I am out at 
; Rrr2 oder. 
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‘ 
order. I was there for two nights a fortnight ago, and flept perfeétly 
well. In vain has my predilection for Strawberry made me try to pers 
fuade myfelf that this was all fancy; but I fear, reafons that apfear ftrong; 
though contrary to our inclinations, muft Se good ones,’ London at this 
time of ycar is as naufeous a drug as any in an apothecary’s fhop. I could 
find nothing at,all to do, and fo went to Aftley’s, which indeed was much 
beyond my expeétation. I do not wonder any longer that Darius was 
chofen king by the inftruétions he gave to his horfe ; nor that Caligula 
made his cgnful, Aftley can make his dance minuets and hornpipes ; 
which is more extraordinary than to make,thiem vote at an ele¢tion, or a¢t 
the part ofa magiftrate, which animals of lefs capacities can perform as dex+ 
troufly as a returning officer or a mafter in chancery.——But I fhall not have 
even Aftley now. Her majefty the queen of France, who has as much 
tafte as Caligula, has fent for the whele dramatis perfonas to Paris. 


‘ 
Sir William Hamilton was at Park-place, and gave us dreadful eecounts 
of Calabria: he looks much older, and has the patina of a bronze. 
‘ 





At Nuneham‘I was much’pleafed with the improvements both within 
doors and without.. Mr. Mafon was there ; and, as he fhines in every art, 
was aflifting Mrs. Harcourt with his new difcoveries in. painting, by 
which he will unite miniature and oil. Indeed, fhe is.a very apt and ex 
traordinary fcholar. Since our profeffors feem to have loft the act of colour- 
ing, 1 am glad at leaft that they have ungraduated affeffors. 


We have, plenty and peace at laft! confequently leifare for repairing 
fome of our loffes, if we have fenfe enough to fet about the tafk. On 
what will happen I fhall make no conje¢tures, as it is not likely I fhould 
fee much of what is to come. Our enemies have humbled us enough to . 
content them; and we have fucceeded {o ill in innovations, that furely we 
fhall not tempt new ftorms.in hatte. 


From this place I can fend your lordfhip nothing new .or entertaining, 
nor expect tnore game in town, whither nothing butdearch of health fhould . 
carry me, Perhaps it. is a vain chace at my age—but at my age one 
cannot truft to nature’s operating cures without aiding her—it is.always 
time enough to abandon one’s felf, when no care will palliate our decays. 
1 hope your lordthip and lady Strafford will long be in no want of fuel at- 

i ‘ tentions ; 


cat 
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tentions: nor fhould I have talked fo much of my own cracks, had 
[ had any thing elfe to tell you. Kt would be filly to aim at vi¥ucity 
when it iygone: and though a lively old man is fometimes an agreeable 
being, a pretending old may 1s ridiculous. Aches and* ay apothecary 
cannot give one genuine fpirits. "Tis fufficient if they do not make 
one peevifh, Your lordfhip is fo kind as to accept of me as 1 am, 
and you fhall find nothing more counterfeit in me than the fincere refpegt 
aud gratitude*with which I have the honour to be 


Your lordfhip's moft devoted humble fervant, - 


HOR. WALPOLE, 





= 





LETTER XLII. » 
e 
Strawherry-hill, O&cher 14, 1785. 
® 
MY rheumatifm, I thank your Jordthip, is certainly better, though not 
quite gone. It was very troublefome at night till I took the bark ; but 
that medicine makes me fleep like opium——But I will fay no more about 
it nothing is fo troublefome as to talk’ of chronical complaints: has one 
> ° ; 
any right to draw on the compaflion of others, when one mult renew the 
. 5 
addrefs dail¥ and for months ? 





The afpe of Ireland is very tempeftuous. I doubt they will eat us 
materially without benefiting themfelves. lf they obtain wer wpa > 
liaments, they will hurt themfelves more than us, by os a ne * 
fion ‘that will prevent their improvements.~~Whatever country does yon 
fhort parliaments, will, lam entirely perfuaded, be sforced ” jereati 
former praétice—I mean, if the diforders introduced do not a we 
fpotifm of fome fort or other. I am very forry Mr. Mafon age a eae. 
to revive the affociations. Methinks our {tate is fo deplorab €, mae every 

i ought to be attempted inftead of innovations. For my 
sone Te but diftraétions, and am not concerned to be fo 
old. poe that, were I difpofed to novelties, I fhould think shey 


ye became my age. I thould,be afhamed, when my hour fhali come, to 


, be 
f 

| 
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z 


} 


494 LETTERS rrom true Hon. HORACE WALPOLE 


be cavght in a riot of couatry ‘fquires and parfons, and haranguing a mob 
witha “th: iking head, A leader of fiction ought to be young ¢ and v igorous, 

If an aged gentleman does get an afcendant, "he may be fure theé younger 
men are counting on his exit, and only flatter him to fucceed to his in- 
fluence, while they are laughing at his ag aes activity. At leaft, thefe 
would be my thqughts, who of all things dread being a jet to: the juvenile, 
if they find me out of my fphere, f 





] have fecrr lord C s play, and it has a great deal of merit—per- 
haps more than your lord{hip would expeét. The language and images, 
are the beft part, after the two principal fcenes, which are really fine. 

} did, as your lordfhip knows and fays, always like and efteem lady 
F. . Tfearce know my lord; but, from what I have heard of him in 
‘the houfe of lords, have conceived @ good opinion of his fenfe: of his 
character I never heard any ill—which is a great teftimonial in his favour, 
when there are fo many horrid charaGters, and when all that are confpicu- 
ous have their mnuteft actions tortured to depofe againft them. 





You may be frre, my dear lord, that I heartily pity lady Strafford’s and 
your lots of four-legged friends, ‘Senfe and fidelity are wonderful recom- 
mendations ; and when one meets with them, and can be confident that 
one is not impofed upon, I cannot think that the two additienal legs are 
any drawback. At leaft I know that I have had friends who would never 
have vexed or betrayed me, if they had walked on all-fours. 

- 

Ihave no news to fend your lordfthip—indeed I inquire for none, nor 
with to hear any. Whence is any good to come? I am every day fur- 
prifed at hearing people eager for news. If there is any, they are fure of 
hearing it—How can one be curious to know one does not know what— 
and perpetually curious to know? Has one nothing to do but to hear and 
relate fomething new?—And why can one care about nothing but what 
one does not know ?—And why is every event worth hearing, only becaufe 
one has not heard in? Have not there been changes enough? divorces 
enough? bankruptcies and robberies enough?—and, above all, lies 
enough?—No3; or people would not be every day impatient for the ngwi- 


5 l peder. 
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age rik Tam glad on Sugday when there is no paper, and no frefh 
ies circulating, Adreu, my good Igrd and lady! May you long” enjoy 
your tranquillity, undifturbed by villainy, folly and madnets! 


7] ‘16 - - 
e Your mot? faithful fervant, 


HOR. WALPOLE. 


. PET.TER XLIy, 


Berkeley-fquare, November 10, 1783. 


e 

IF I coniulted my reputation as a writer, v. hich your lordthip’s partiality 

is fo kind as to allot me, | fhould wait a few days till my eranary is fuller 

of ftock, which probably it would be by the end of next week—but iw 

truth, I bad rather be a grateful, and tonfequently a pundgiual eorietpondent, 

than an ingenious one; as I value the honour of your lordfhip’s triendthip 

more than fuch tinfel bits of fame as can full to my fhare, and of which f 

am particularly fick at prefent, as the Pablic Advertifer drefled me out tother 

day with a heap of that drofs, which he had pillaged from tome other trol! 
ing playwrights, who I did not defire fhould be plundered for me. 


Indeed, when the parliament does meet, I doubt, nav hope it will make 
lefs fenfation than ufual, The orators of Dublin have brought the flowers 
of Billingfgate to fo high perfection, that ours comparatively will have no 
more fcent than a dead dandelion. Jt your lordthip hae hot feen the 
{peeches of Mr. F and Mr. G yot may perhaps fill think that 
our oyfter-women can be more abulive tian members of parliaucnt. 








. ; - a 
Since I began my letter, I hear that the meeting of ihe delegates from 


the volunteers is adjourned to the firft of Februawy. This fecnisa very fa- 
vourable circumftance. [ don’t like a reformation begun by a popifh ariay ! 
Indeed I did hope that peace would bring us peace, at leall not more than 
the difcords incidental to 4 free government: but we feem not to have at- 
tained that wra yet! 1 hope it will arrive, though I may not fee it. I thal 
not eafily believe that any radical alteration of a conttitution that prefer cd 


nyo lowg and carried us to #& great a height, will recover our atiys. 
There 

. 

oT 
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‘There is a wide difference between correfting abufes, and removing land- 
marks. Nobody difliked more than'l the ftrides that were attempted to- 
wards increafing the prerogative; but as the excellence of our cénftitution 
above all others, confifts in the balance eftablrfhed between ‘the three powers 
of king, lords, and commons, I with to fee that equilibrium preferved. No 
fingle man, nor any private junto, has a right to diétate laws to all three. Ja 
Iteland, truly, a ftill worfe {pirit I apprehend to be at bottom—in fhort, it 
is phrenfy or folly to fuppofe that an army compofed of three parts of catho- 
lics can be intended for any good purpofes. 
‘ ‘ 

Thefe are my fentiments, my dear lord, and, you know, very difinte- 
refted. For myfelf, I have nothing to with bet eafe and tranquillity for the 
reft of my time. I have no enmities to avenge. 1 do hope the preient:ad- 
sniniftration will laft, as I believe there are more ,honeft men in it, than in 
any {et that could replace them, though I have not a grain of partiality 
more than L had for their affociates. «Mr. lox I think by far the ableft and 
foundeft head in England, and am perfuaded that the more he is tried the 
greater man he will appear.‘ 


Perhaps it is impertinent to trouble your lordthip with my creed—it is 
certainly of no cohfequence to any body—but I have nothing elfe that could 
entertain you—and at fo ferious a crifis, can-one think of erifles’? In general 
Tam not forry that the nation is moft difpofed to trifle—the lefs it takes 
part, the more leifure will the minifters have to attend to the moft urgent 
points. When fo many individuals affume to be legiflators, it.is lucky that 
very few obey, their inftitutes. , 


] rejoice to hear of lady Strafford’s good health, and am her and your 
lordthip’s 


Moft faithful humble fervant, 


HOR. WALPOLE. 


Wath A 
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LETTER Xty. 
} , 
” \» Berkeley-fquare, Dee. 11, 1783- 


a « 4 bg y 

“YOUR. lordthip is fo partial to me and my idle letters, that I am afraid 
ef writing them—-not leit they fhould fink below. the ftantlard you have, 
pleafed to affix to them in your own mind, but from fear of being in- 
toxicated into attempting to keep them up to it, -which would deftroy their 
only merit, their being written, naturally and without pretentious. Grati- 
tude.and good breeding compel nie to make due anfwers ; but Lentreat your 
lordthip,to be affured, that however vain I am of your, favour, my. only aim 
is to preferve the honour of your friendthip.; that it is all the praife | atk or 
with ; and that, with segard to letter-writing, 1 am firmly perfuaded, that it 
is a province in which women willalways thine fuperiorly ; for our tex is 
too jealous of the reputation of good fepfe, to condeicend to. hazard a thou- ° 
fand trifles and: negligences, which give. grace, eafe and, familiarity to cor- 
re{pondence.—I will fay no more on that fubject, for.1 feel’ that. amon the 
brink of a differtation—and though that fault would prove ehe truth of my 
propofition, I will notypunith your lordthip only to convince you that I am 


in the right, 


The winter is not-dull or:difagreeable son the contrary, it is pleafing, as 
the town is occupied ongeneralifubjeéis, and ‘not, as-is too common, on pri- 
vate fcandal, private vices:and follies, ‘The India bill, air-balloons, Vettris 
and the automaton, fhare all attention. Mrs. Siddons, as Jaf¥a novelty, 
does not engrofs all conyeriation, If abufe fill keeps above par, it confines 

‘ itfelfite its preferiptive proviiice, the minifterial line. lav that walk it has 
tumbléa a little’ into the-kennel—The low buffoonery, of lord —~, in lay- 
ing the caricatura of théGoalition on the tabléof your lordfhip’s houfe, has 
levelled it.to Sadler’s Wells; and Mr. , the pillar of inveétive, does not 
promnife to ré-creét it—not, I conclude, from want of having imported a 
oc “ingredients, but his prefumptuous debut on the very night of his 
fo wretched, and ‘delivered in fo-barbarous a brogue, that I quef- 

cheiwill everirecover the blow Mr. Courtenay gave him. A 

orrect and improve, and rife from a firft fall; but ap elder] y 
has not an equal thance. Mr H-——, lord A——’s ii 
ha Sss Dut 
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but by no means fo laconic, had more fuceefs. Though his firft ottey, it was 
not at all dafhed by bafhfulnefs—gnd though he might have bluthed for 
difcovering fo much perfonal.rancour to Mr. Fox, he rather fegmed to be 


impatient to difcharge it, 
2 ‘ 


Your lordthip fees in the papers, that the two houfes of Ireland bare 
firmly refitted ‘the innovations of the volunteers. Indeed it was time for 
the proteftant proprietors to make their ftand ; for though the catholics be- 
have decently, it would be into their hands that the prize would fall, The 
delegates, it is true, have fent over a moft loyal addrefs—but I with their 
actions may not contradict their words! Mr, ——’s difcomfiture here will; 
I fuppofe, carry him back toa field wherein hjs wicked fpirit may have more- 
effeét. It is a very ferious moment !—I amin pain Ieft. your county, my 
dear lord (you know what I mean),, fhould countemance fuch pernicious 
_ defigns. é 

a am impatient for next month, Se the sicafarnnt fing rene ordi 
and lady Sealey and am of both, 


The rao humble fervant, 


HOR. WALPOLE, 


—SSS—— + 
? « 


; LETTER mv. ! 
“ ; Strawberry-hill, Auguft % 3784... 

I AM very forry, my dear lord, that I ‘mutt anfwer your lordthip’s letter 
by a condolence. 1 had not*the honour of being acquainted: with Mrs, 
V , but have heard f¢ much good of her, it it is, pe not to la~ 


ment Te 





Since this month began, onhers had Pr Be and were great iyi 
we had not, when the earth is covered with fi b 

talk of an,earthquake having been feltin London. Hami 
there, he would think the town gave ems apes. He L eli 


he ae 2 J HAR, 
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ting up volcanos in his own country. Ta my» youth, philofophers ; were 
eager to afcribe every uncommon difcevery to the deluge—now it is the 
fafhion ‘to lve every appearance by conflagrations. Tf there was fuch an 
inundation upon the carth, and, fuch a furnace under it, 1am amazed that 
Noah and company’ were not boiled to death: Indeed I am.a great {ceptic 
about human ‘reatonings. They predominate only for a time, like other 
mortal fafhions, and are fo often exploded after the mode’is paffed, that > 
hold them little more ferious, though they'call themfelves wifdom, Low 
many have I lived to fee eftablifhed and confuted! For imftancey the ne- 
ceflity of a fouthern continent asa balance was fuppofed to bd unaitfyera- 
‘ble—and fo it was, till captain Cook found there was no fuch thing, We 
are poor filly animals : we five, for an inftant upon a particle of a boundlefs 
univerfe, and are much like a butterfly that fhould argue about the nature 
of the feafons and what creates their yiciflitudes, and does not exit itfelf to 
{ee one annual revolution of them! \ 14 3 
Adieu, my dear lord !—If my reveries are foolith, remember, J give them 
for no better. If I depreciate human wifd’m, Iam furel do not affume a 
grain to myfelf, nor have any thing to value my felf upon fhore than being 


Your lordthip’ s moft obliged humble fervant, 





2 HOR. WALPOLE, 
at ; , , af i 
¢ ~ a Py Hi ie Nees me ‘a Pagpih ; _ Strawberry-hiil, September q 1784: 


THE icles is ntl at lafty my Jord, drei as dete’ asa birth-day, though 
not with fo many flwers on its head, In truth, the fun is an old fool, who 
apes the modern people of fafhion by arriving too late: the day is gong to 
bed before he makes his appearance ; ; and ome has {carce time to adimire his 

embroidery. ‘of green and ‘gold. It was cruel to behold fuch expanfe of 
corn’ every where; and yet fee it all turned to a water-fouchy, If 1 coald 
adimire | Dan’ which, afking Mr. Hayley’ s pardon, I do not, I would have 
an olio of Jews and Pagans, and fent Ceres to reproach matter 

5 wath brtaking his promife of the wordlne ‘et being drowned again.— 

Bu ' Sss2 But 


\ 
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But this lat week has reftored matters ¢o their old channel; and I truf 


we thall have bread to eat next wieter, or I think we muft have lived on , 


apples, of which to be fire there is enough to prevent a famine. ¢This is all 
1 know, my lord ; and I hope no news to ypur lordthip. \« I have exhautted 
the themes of air- floors: and highwaymen;.and if you wil] have my det- 
ters, you muft be content withmy common -plate chat on the feafons. Ido 
nothing worth répeating, nor hear that others do: and: though Lam/content to 
ru(t myfelf, 1 fhould be» glad ‘to:.tell: your; lordthipoany, thitigt, that would 


amufe you. « ddined tavo days ago at Mrs.Garrick’s with. fir William 


} 


Hamilfon, Who’ iis. returning to the’ ‘kingdom of cinders. Mrs. Walfing- 

ham ‘was: there with ‘herofon and Ritts He is avery pleafing young 
man; .a-fine figute; his face like hers, with fomething of his grandfather 
fir Charles Williams, without his vanity; very fenfible,and uncommonly | 
well bred. The daughter is an imitatyrefs of Mrs, D-——, and: has. modelled 
a buft of her-brother. Mrs. D —— berfelf is modelling two mafks for the 
key-ftones of the new bridge at Heriley. Sir William, ‘arhe has feen them, 
fays they are inher true antique ftyle. Tam in pofleffiogof her fleeping dogs 
in terra cotta, She afked mie if 1 would confent to her executing them in 
marble for the. duke of Richmond ?—TI aid, Gladly ;. I thould like they 
fhoujd exift ina more durable“material—but I would not.part with the ori- 
ginal, which ‘is {harper and more alive. “Mr. Wyat the archite® faw them 
here lately ; and fuid, he was fure that if the idea ‘was given to the beft fta- 
tuary in Europe, he would not produce to peters a groupe. Iudeed, with 
thefe dogs ‘and ‘the riches I “pee by ae Di’, poor eye: sey vie 
with much “4 Colleétions... ‘ig ae sie Saati 


"Adieu, my sci lord! Woheh 1 fold up sAtinee Riis mr itbut 
it is your own fault: The lait thing I theuld think of would be, troubling 
your lordfhip with fuch'infipid ftuff, if you did not command it. Lady'Strat- 
ford will bear me RN: how se a protefted againftit. ip 5 es 
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get’ a r a 
et aR fab . _Strawberry-hia, Auguft 29, 3 1786. 


‘ing 
’ 


“SINCE 7 steve the honoue of your lordthip's lat, I have'Been at 
Park-place fora few days. Lord and lady F——- C2» and_ Mrs, .D—-— 
were there. We went on the Thames to fee thé new bridge at Henley 
and Mrs. D——’s coloffal matks, There is not a-fight in the ifland more 
worthy of being vifited. The bridge is as perfect as if bridges, were natural 
productions, and. as beautiful as if it had been built for WentWorthcattle ; 
and the mafks, as if the Romans: had left them here. We faw them ina 
fortunate moment 3) for ithe raft of the time was very cold and uncomfort- 
able, and the evenings. as chill-as many we have had lately. In thort, Lam 
come to think that the beginning of an old ditty which pailes for a collec= 
tion of blunders, was _— an old eae wenn itis fo deicriptive of, 


our climate + 


oh A 


nyt vee yb gi bas 
=SEN? xe 


children ‘Solna: orth: ice - mn 





ais i coe | 
OS wade Allon a sean Caner! ak I tine 
ee 
-T have Sind ee aC more than ever by. wind te to. my. houfe.. 
Yefterday 1 had, count Oghintki, who was a pretender. to the crown. of 
Poland at the laft election, and, has been flripped of moft of avait eftate.. 
He had on.a “ring of the new king “Pristih ot I fhould. have wales him: 


joy on the death of owe of the plunderers of his country... 


‘Tt has Siehibodtinee: opinion that, the. sseesaiiaaiaes of; NEES are’ fo: 
numerous, that the fhorteft and cheapelt way would be to confine’in Moor. 
fields the: few that remain in their fenfes, who would, then*be fafe; and let. 
large... Theyrar acter pondiginiers' “who are, for deftroying 
poor dogs ! The Whole canine race never ¢ fefo-much mifchief as lord 
oh aan ; nor even worry hares, but. whea hallooed om. by men,, As 

fec tion of animals,.I donot Jove bunting 5 ; and what old writers 

om pata makes mehate it the.more,,its being an image 
rcy,on us! that deftruction of any {pecies should. be a {port ona 
- ervel unr ing’ imps we are!’ Every body’ is unwilling to 
¢ lives:of othérs to momentary paftime, or to the {till 


di Me eee ae 
ot vapour, fame,!’ A hero ora fport{man who withes for longer life, 


is 
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is deffrous of prolonging déevaftation. We fhall be crammed, I fuppofe, 
with panegyrics and epitaphs on’the king of Pruffia—I am content that he 
can now have gn epitaph. But, alas! the emperor will write ofe for him 
probably iu blood: and, while he fhuts up gonvents for the fake of popula- 
tion, Will be fuffing hofpitals with maimed foldiets, befides ‘making 
thoufands of widows iT have jutt been reading a new publithed hiftory of 
the colleges in Oxford by Anthony Wood, and there fourid’a feature in a 
charaéter that always offended ‘me, that of archbithop ‘Chicheley, “who 
prompted Heary V. to the invafion of France, to divert him from fqueezing 
the ovérgrown clergy.’ When that’ priett meditated’ founding All Souls, 
and “confulted his friends (who feem to have’ been honett men) what 
great matter of piety he had beft perform to God in his old age, he was 
advifed by them to build an hofpital for the wounded and fick foldiers, that 
daily returned from the wars then bad in France’’—I doubt his grace’s 
driends thought as I do of his artifrce—* But,” ‘continues the hiftorian, 
** difliking thofe motions, and valuing the welfare of the deceafed more than 
the wounded and difeafed, he refolved with himfelf to promote his defign— 
which was, to have maffes, faid forthe king, queen, aud himfelf, &c. while 
living, and for tHeir fouls when dead.”—And that mummery the old foolith 
rogue thotight moré éfficaciéls than ointments and medicines for the 
wretches he had made! And of the chaplains and clerks he inftituted in 
that dormitory, one was to teach grammar, dnd another, prick-fong——How 
hiftory makes one fhudder and laugh by turns !—But I fear I have wearied 
your lordfhip with my idle declamation, and you. will, repent gid ‘com- 
imanded me to fend you more nape and r can only pene et Iam 


ec 


Your (pettapl too) een humble fervant, 
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ST. SWITHIN( is no tiie’ to correfpondence, my y dear lord, There is 


not only a great famenefs in his own perceedings, but he oui 
body elfe doi mean, in the country, where. one frets at its’ 


7 ‘ “every 
# 


‘ 


e 


OTO. THE EARL or STRAFFORD. 503 


every day-and all day. In town he is no more minded than the proclama- 
tion again{t vice and»ammorality. Still, though he has all the honours of 
the quaranfaine, I believe it often rained for forty days long before St. 
Swithin was born, if ever born he was; and the proverb’ Was coined and 
put under his patronage, becaufe people obferved that it. frequently does 
rain for forty days together at this feafon. I remember lady Suffolk telling 
me, that lord Dyfart’s great meadow had never been mowed but once in 
forty years without rain. I faid, “ all that that proved was, that rain was 
good for hay,” as lam perfuaded the climate of a country anf its produe- 
tions are ,fuited to, each other,. Nay, rain is good for haymaktrs too, who 
‘get more "employment the ofteher'the hay is made over again. I do not 
know. who is the faint that prefides over thunder; but he has made an un- 
ufual quantity in this chill fummer, and done a “great deal of ferious mif- 
chief, though not a fifticth part of what lord George Gordon did {even 
years ago—and happily he is fled. ile . 

Our little part OF the world has been quiet as ufual. The duke of 
Queenfberry has given a fumptuous dinnerto the princefle de Lamballe— 
et voila tout. I never faw her, not even ia I’rance. I have uo particu- 
lar penchant for fterling princes and prineeffes, much lefs for thofe of 
French plate. " 


The only entertaining thing I can tell your lordthip from our diftriat is, 
that old madam French, who lives clofe by the bridge at Hampton-court, 
where, between her and the Thamés, the had Mothing but one gra{s-plot 
of the width of her houfe, has paved that whole plot with blaok and white 
marble in diamonds, exactly like the floor of a church ;, and this curious 
metamorphofis of a garden into a pavement has coft her three hundred 
and ferty pounds :—a tarpaulin fhe might have had for fome {hillings, 
which would have looked as well, and might eafily have been removed. 
To be fare this exploit, and Jord Dudley’s obelifh, de/ow a hedge, with his 
canal at right angles with the Thames, and a tham bridge no broader than 
that of a violin, and para/le/ ta the river ', are, not preferable to the monfters 


in i ee of our anceftcts 5 
Fe ‘Bad tafte expellas furca, tamen ufque recurret.. 


ay Vokes adually Saifiee till within thefe five years, atthe villa‘of the late viftount 
and Ward,at Teddington. — 6 
‘ n 
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On the contrary, Mrs. WalGingham is making her honfe at Ditton (now, 
baptided Boyle-fasm) very orthodox,, Her daughter mils Boyle ', who has 
real genius, ‘has carved three tablets in amarble with boys defigngd by. her- 
felf. Thofe {Culptures are for a chimney-piece; and the is. painting pai- 
nels in grotefque for the library, with pilafters of glats i in black and gold, 

Mifs Crewe, who has tafte too, has decorated a ‘room for her mother’s 
oufe at Richmond, which was lady. Margaret Compton's; in’ a:very’pretty 

manners. How much more amiable the old women of the‘next age will 
he, than moft of thofe we remember, who ufed to tumble at once from. 
gallantry to devout {candal and cards! and revenge on the young of their 

own fex the defertion of ours., Now they are apgennanss ony will not 
want amufement. 


ae 4 : se. ’ } { 
€ cok . 


Adieu, my dear lord} I am moft priichlig Phi ar yeh. 


« Your lordthip’ $ very faithful humble fervant, _ 
phish WALPOLE. ' 





eels a: LETTER L. 4 at 
Straw berry-hill, Tuefday nigbts June 17, hie, 
‘T GUESS, my dear lord, and onlyguefs that’ you are artiyed 2 at Wer ent- 
worth-caftle. If you are not, my letter will lofe none of its bloom by ‘eae 
ing for you's for’ I have nothing freth. to tell you, “and. only write Ddecauic 
you enjoined @t. “1 Yfettled in’ any Lilliputian towers but this. ‘Morhing,. ty 
with people wou}d come into’ fhe country on “May-day, and fix i in sae 
firft of November. © But as they will mot, Thave made wp my min ; 
having fo little time left, T prefer Condon’ when my friends and { 
in it, to living here alot ne, or with the weird fitters of RB ge 
Hampton.’ “I had additidhal reafon ‘now, for ‘the frets a e.g 
the fields: we are burnt to the Bone, and have not a lock of aay 
our nakednefs : “oats aire‘fo deaf; that T ‘tip é they will foo: 
Brooks's and fathionable tables as a rarity. ‘The drought has la: 
thet for this fortnight J have. | been foretell ing -hay~ naking | 
which June Sag ee but "aaa $f mee es | 
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phet worth a ftraw. Though’ not refident till now, I have flitted 
backwards and forwards, and laft Friday came hither to look for a minute 
at a ball at) Mrs, Walfingham’s at Ditton; which would, have been very 
pretty, for fhe had fhack colgured Jamps in the hair of all her trees and 
buthes, if the eaft wind had not danced a reel all the time by the fide of the 
river. ‘ 


‘ 


Mr. Conway's play", of which your lordthip has {een fome account 1 
the papers, has ficcesded delightfully both in reprefentation 4nd applaufe. 
‘The language is moft gentet!, though tranflated from verfe; and both 
prologue and epilogue are charming, The former was delivered moit 
juftly and admirably by lord Derby, and the lattes with inimitable {pirit and 
grace by Mrs. Damer. Mr. Merry and Mrs. Bruce played excellently 
fo——— But general Conway, Mrs, Damer, and every body clic are drow ned 
by Mr. Sheridan, whofe renown has efigrofled all fame’s tongues and trum" 
pets*. Lord Townfhend faid he theuid be forry were he forced to give a 
vote directly on Haftings, before he had timg to cool ; and one of is peers 
faying the {peech had not made the fame impreflion on kim, the marquis 
replicd, a feal might be finely cut, and yet not be in fault for making a bad 
impreffion. . 


Ihave, yqu fee, been forced to fend your lordthip what {craps | brought 
from town: the next four months, I doubt, will reduce me to my old 
fterility ; for I cannot retail French gazettes, though as a good Huglithman 
bound to hope they will contain a civil war. I care ftill letS about the 
double imperial campaign, only hoping that the poor dear ‘Turks will hearti- 
ly beat both emperor and emprefs. If the firit Ottomans could be punith- 
ed, thty deferved. it—but the prefent poffeffors have, as good preicription 
on their fide as any people in Europe. We ourielves are Saxons, Danes, 
Normans—our neighbours are Franks, not Gauls—who the reft arc, 
Goths, Gepide, Heruli, Mr, Gibbon knows—and the Dutch ulurped the 
eftates of herrings, turbots, and other marine indigenz.—Still, though I do 

not with the hair of a Turk’s beard hurt, 1 do not fay that it w ould not be 


* 
rA comedy tranflated from L’Homme du * From the pect he made in Weflmini ler- 
Jour of Boiffy. It was firft ated at the private hull, on bringing the charge of cruelty to the Be- 
theatre at Richmond-houle, and afterwards at gums 0! fvhe provi ince of Benares, in the tri 

Drury: lane. i ’ ot Mr. Hatting: 


Ver. V. 1 &f an ing 
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amufing to have Conftantinople taken—wmerely as a lufty event—for neither 
could I live to fee Athens revive, nar have I much faith in two fuch bloody- 
minded vultures, cock and hen, as Catherine and Jofeph, conquering for 
the benefit of humanity ; nor does my chrjftianity admire the propagation 
of the gofpel by the mouth of cannon, hat defolation of peafants and 
their families by the epifodes of forage and quarters!—Oh! I with Ca- 
eherine and Joleph were brought to Weftminfter-hall and worried by She- 
ridan! I hope too, that the poor Begums are alive to hear of his fpeech—it 
will be fome comfort, though I doubt nobody thinks of reftoring them a 
quarter of a'lac ! ° 


Adieu, my dear lord! ° 
* Yours moft faithfully, 
HOR. WALPOLE. 


<= ———S 
e 





LETTER Lt. 
° : Strawberry-hill, Auguft 2, 1788. 


MATTER for a letter, alas! my dear lord, I have fhone—but about 
letters I have great news to tell your lordthip, only may the goddefs of poft- 
offices grant it bé true! A mifsS of Richmond, who is at Paris, writes. 
to Mrs. B , that a baron de la Garde (I am forry theree are fo many 
a’s in the genealogy of my ftory) has found in a vierlle armoife five hundred 
more letters of madame de Sevigny, and that they will be printed, if the ex- . 
pence is not too great. I amsina taking left they fhould not appear before 
I fet out for the Elyfian fields*; for though the writer is one of the firft per- 
fonages I fhould enquire after on my arrival, I queftion whether St. Peter 
has tafte enough to know where fhe lodges: he is more likely to ‘be ac- 
quainted with St. Catherine of Sienna and St. Undecimillia ; ‘and therefore I 
had rather fee the letter$ themfelves. It is true I haye no {mall doubt of 
the authenticity of the legend ;* and nothing will perfuade me of its truth 
fo much as the non-appearance of the létters—a melancholy kind of convic~ 
tion, But.1 vehemently fafpeét fome new coinage, like the letters of Ninon 
dé l’Enclos, pope Ganganelli, and the princefs. Palatine. I have lately been 
reading fome fragments of letters of the duchefs of Orleans, which are cer- 
tainly genuine, and-contain fome curious Gircumftances ; for though fltwwas 
a fimple goffiping old gentlewoman, yet many little facts the could not ‘help 

7 learning : 
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learning : and to give her her due, fhe was ready to tell all the knew. Tp our 
late queen fhe certainly did write often ;and her majefty, then only princefs, 
was full as ready to pay her in her own coin: and a pretty confiderable treaty 
of commerce for the exchange wf fcandal was faithfully executed between 
them; infomuch that I remember to have heard forty years ago, that our 
gracious fovereign entrufted her royal highnefs of Orleans with an intrigue 
of one of her women of the bed-chamber, Mrs. S. to wit; and the good 
duchefs entrufted it to fo many other dear friends, that at laft it got into the 
Utrecht Gazette, and came over hither, to the fignal edificatior? of the court 
of Leiceiter-fields.» This is ah,additional reafon, befides the internal! evi- 
dence, for my believing the letters genuine. This old dame was mother of 
the regent: and when fhe died, fomebody wrote on her tomb, Cy g:f /’O1- 
Jfiveté. This came over too ; and nobody could expound it, till our then third 
princefs, Caroline, unravelled it~—Idlene{s is the mother of all vice, 

I with well enough to pofterity to hope that dowager highneffes will imi« 
tate the pra¢tice, and write all the trifles that, occupy their royal brains ; for 
the world fo at leaft learns fome true hiftory, which thei hufbands never 
divulge; efpecially if they are privy to their own hiftory, which their mi- 
nifters keep from them as much as poflible. Ido not believe the prefent 
king of France knows much more of what he, or rather his queen, is a@tu- 
ally doing, than I do. I rather pity him ; for I believe he means well, which 
is not a comnron article of my faith, 


I fhall go about theend of this week to Park-place, where J expe to 
find the druidic temple from Jerfey ereéted.« How dull will the world be, 
if conflant pilgrimages are not made thither! where, befides the delight of 
the {cenes, that temple, the rude great arch, lady A— ’s needle-works, 
and Mrs. D ’s Thame and Ifis on Henley-bridge, with other of her 
{culptures, make it one of the moft curious {pots jn the ifland, and unique. 
I want to have Mr. Conway's comedy a¢ted there ; and then the father, mo- 
ther dnd daughter would exhibit a theatre of artsas uncommon, How I res 
gret that your Jordfhip did lot hear Mrs. D-———= {peak the epilogue ! 








Jam, my dear lord, your lordthip’s moft faithful humble fervant, > 
: HOR. WALPOLE. 


” ’ 
° ” 


Ttt2 LETTER 
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LETTER Ll. ' 


¢ Strawberry-hill, September 12, 1788, 


MY late fit of gout, though very fhort, was a very authentic one, my dear 
dord, and the third I have had fince Chtiftmas, Still, of late years Ihave 
fuffered fo little pain, that 1 can juftly complain of nothing bat the confine- 
ment and the debility of my hands and feet, which however Ican ftill ufe 
to a cértain*degree ; and as I enjoy fuch goal fpirits and health in the in- 
tervals, | look * upon the gout as no enemy’: yet I know it is like thé com: 
pacts faid to be made with the devil (no kind,comparifon to a friend !), who 
fhowers his favours on the contraétors, but is fure to feize and carry them 
off at laft, ; 

I would not fay fo much of myfelf, but in return to your lordfhip’s ob- 
liging concern” for me—yet, infignificant as the fubject, I have no better in 
bank—and if 1 plume myfelf ®n 1 the tolerable ftate of my outward man, I 
doubt your lordthip finds that age does not treat my interior fo mildly as 
the gout docs the other. If my letters, as you are pleafed to fay, ufed to 
amufe you, you mutt perceive how infipid they are grown, both from my 
decays, and from the little intercourfe I.have with the world. Nay, I 
take care not to aim at falfe vivacity : what do the attempts of age at live- 
linefs prove, but its weaknefs? What the Speétator faid wittily, ought to 
be practifed in fober fadnefs by old folks: when he was dull, ‘i declared 
it was by defign. So far, to be fure, we ought to obferve it, as not to affeét 
more fpirits than we poflefs, *’To be purpofely ftupid, would’be forbidding 
our corré{fpondents to continue the intercourfe ; and T am fo happy if en- 
joying the honour of your lordfhip’ S frietidthip, that I will be content (if 
you ean be fo) with my men inanity, without aie § to increafe i it. 


Inka, 


temple vaftly more than autivess my expeétation. 4 all it is, no doubt, 
when you are within the inclofure, and buta cHapel of eafe to Stonehenge; 
byt Mr. Conway has placed it with fo much judgment, that it has a lofty 
effet, and infinitely more than it could have had, if he had yielded to Mrs, 
D—’s and, my opinion, who earneftly begged to have it placed wighin 
the inclofure of the home-grounds, It now ftands qn the ridge of the High: 


hill: 
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hill without, backed by the horizon, and with a grove on each fide at a Jit- 
tle diftance ; and being exalted beyond and aboye the range of firs that ‘climb 
up the fides of the hill from the valley, wears all the appearance of an an- 
cient caftle, whofe towers are only fhattered, not deftroyed § and devout as 
I am to old caftles," and fall tafte as I have for the ruins of ages abfolutely 
barbarous, tt is impoffible not to be pleafed with fo very rare an antiquity fo 
abfolutely perfect, and it is difficult to prevent vifionary ideas from impro\- 
ing a profpee, 


If, as lady Anne Conolly told your Jordfhip, I have had a grea’ deal of com- 
‘pany, you muft underftand it of my houfe, not of me ; for I have very little. 

Indeed, laft Monday both my houfe and I were included. The duke of 
York fent me word the night’ before, that he would come and fee it, and of 
courfe I had the honour of fhowing it myfelf. He faid, and indeed it 
feemed fo, that he was much pleated; 3 at leaft, 1 had every reafon to be fa- 
tisfied ; for I never faw any prince mofe gracious and obliging, nor heard ont 
utter more perfonally kind {peeches, 


v 

I do not find that her grace the countefs of Briftol’s' wil is really known 
yet. They talk of two wills—to be fure, in her double capacity ; and they 
fay fhe has made three coheirefles to her jewels, the emprefs of Ruffia, lady 
Salifbury, and the whore of Babylon. ‘The firft of thofe legatees, 1 am not 
forry, is in,a piteous fcrape: I ‘Tike the king of Sweden no better than I do 
her and the emperor : but it is good that two deftroyers fhould be punifhed 
by a third, and that two crocodiles fhould be gnawed by an infect. Thank 
God! we are not only at peace, but in fuil lenty—nay, and jn full beauty 
too, Still better; though we have had rivéys of rain, it has not, contrary 
to all precedent, wathed | away our warm weather. September, .a month I 
generally diflike for its irrefolute mixture of warm and cold, has hitherto 
been peremptorily fine. The apple and walnut trees bend down with fruit 
as in a poetie defcription of Paradife, 


I am with great gratitude, my dear lord, 
| Your lordfhip’s devoted humble fervant,, 
HOR. WALPOLE. 
* The difchefs of Kingfton. j 


LETTER. 


510 LETTERS rrom rut Hon. HORAGE WALPOLE 


« 
LETTER Lm. 


, es Strawberry-hill, Jhine 26, 1799. 
MY DEAR LORD, y ‘ 


1 DO not forget your lordthip’s commands, though I do recollect my 
owvn inability to divert you. Every year at my advanced time of life would 
make more reafonable my plea of knowing nothing worth repeating, efpe- 
cially at thisffeafon. The general topic of eleétions is the laft fubject to 
which } could liften: there is not one about which I care a ftraw : and 1. 
believe your lordfhip quite as indifferent. 1 am not much more an fait of 
war or peace; I hope for the latter, nay and expeQit, becaufe it is not yet 
war, Pride and anger do not deliberate to the middle of the campaign ; 
and I believe even the great incendiaries are more intent on making a good 
bargain than on faving their honour.. If they fave lives, I care not who 
is the better politician : and as Iam not to be their judge, I do not inquire 
what falfe weights they fling into the fcales. ‘Two-thirds of France, who 
are not fo humble as I, feem to think they can entirely new-model the 
world with metafhyfical compaffes, and hold that no injuftice, no barbarity 
need fo be counted in making the experiment. Such legiflators are fublime 
empirics, and in their univerfal benevolence have very little individual fen- 
fibility.—In fhort, the refult of my refle€tiotts on what has paffed in Europe 
for thefe latter centuries is, that tyrants have no confciences, and reformers 
no feeling—and the world fuffers both by the plague and by the cure.— 
What oceans of blood were Luther and Calvin the anthors of being fpilt ! 
The late French government was deteftable—yet I ftill doubt whether a 
civil war will not be the confequence of the revolution—and then what may 
be the upfhot ? Brabant was grievoufly provoked—is. it fure that it will be 
emancipated ? Fer how fhort a time do people who fet out on the moft jutt 
principles, advert to their firft {prings of motion, and retain confiftency ? 
Nay, how long can prométers of revolutions be fure of maintaining their 
own afcendant? They are like projeétors, who are commonly ruined, ~ 
while others make fortunes on the foundation laid by the inventors. 


J am always your lordfhip’s very devoted humble fervant, 


wy HOR. WALPOLE, 


, ' LETTER 
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LETT ss” iy. . 


9 
E Strawberrp-hill, Aug. 12, 1790. 


’ 

I MUST not pretend any longer, my dear lord, that this region is void 
of news and diverfions. Oh! we can innovate as wel] as neighbouring 
nations. If an earl S———, though he cannot be a tribune, is ambitiows 
of being a plebeian, he may without a law be as vulgar as heart can with; 
and though we have not a national aflembly to lay the axe to the root of 
nobility, the peerage have ot 4 precedent for laying themfelves in the 
kennel. Laft night the earl of Barrymore was fo humble as to perform a 
buffoon dance and aét Scaramouch in a pantomime at Richmond for the 
benefit of Edwin, jun. the comedian: and I, like an old fool, but calling 
myfelf a philofopher that loves to ftady human nature in all its difguifes, 


went to fee the performance. , ° 
» 


Mr. Gray thinks that fome Milton or fome Cromwell may be loft to the * 


world under the garb of a ploughman, Others may {uppofe that fome ex- 
cellent jack pudding may lie hidden under’red velvet and ermine. J can- 
not fay that by the experiment of laft night the latter hypothefis hay been 
demonftrated, any more than the inverfe propofition i France, where, 
though there feem to be many as bloody-minded raicals as Cromwell, I can 
difcover nohg of his abilities. They have fettled nothing lke a conftitu- 
tion; on the contrary, they feem to protraét every thing but violence, as 
much as they can, in, order to keep their louis a day, which is more than 
two-thirds of the aflembly perhaps ever faw in a month—I*do not love 
legiflators that pay themfelves fo amply 1, T hey might have had as good a 
conftitution astwenty-four millions of people could comport. As they have 
voted an army of an hundred and fifty thoufand men, I know what their 


conftitution will be, after pafling through a civil war—-in fhort, 1 detett, 


them; they have done irreparable injury to libetty, for no monarch will 
- ever fummon éass again; and all the real fervice that will refult from their 
fury will be, that every king in Europe, for thefe twenty or perhaps thirty 
years to come, will be content with the prerogative he has, without ventur- 


ing to augment it. , 


The emprefs of Ruffia has thrathed the king of Sweden; and the king of 


Sweden has thrafhed ¢he emprefs of Ruffia, Iam more glad that are 
| , eaten 
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beaten than that either is victorious; for 4 do not, like our newfpapers, and 
uch admirers, fall in love with heroes and heroines who make war without 
a glimpfe of provocation. I do like owr making peace, whether we had 


provocation or not. ‘ 
‘ 


I am forced to deal in European news, my dear lord, for I have no 
komefpun, 


I don’t think my whole inkhorn could invent another paragraph, ard 


therefore I will take my leave with Cour loyathip knows) every kind with 


for your health and happinefs, 


Your moft devoted humble fervant, 


i : HOR. WALPOLE. 


‘ 
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‘To rus RIGHT HON. MARY LEPEL LADY HERVEY. 


Strawberry-hill, September I 3 1757 


A® TER all the trouble your ladyfhip has»been fo good as to také’ volun- 
tarily, you will think it a little hard that I fhould prefiume to give you 
more,; but it is acaufe, madam, in which 1 know you feel, and I can fuge eft 


new motives to your ladyfhip’s zeal. 


In fhort, madatn, I am on the crifis of 


lofing mademoifelle de I’Enclos’s piéture, or of getting both that and her 


letters to lady Sandwich*, I inclofe 
* Lady Hervey was only daughter of briga- 
dier-general Nicholas Lepel. She was maid of 
honour -to.queen Caroline, and was married in 
1720 to John Jord Hervey, eldeft fon of John 
earl of Briftoi, by whom fhe had four fons and 
foux daughters..——Lord Hervey was vice- 
chamberlain and ’privy-fealao-George II. and 

Uu 


lord SandWich’s letter to me, which 


well. known by his eloquence, writings, duel * 


with Mr. Pulteney, and the fatires of Pope. 
He rare in 1744. iuady Hervey died of the gout 
wn 1797 
2 Daughter to the famous Wilmot earl of 
Rochefeer.—bShe had. been long fettled at Pa- 
ris, and died there in the year 1755. E. 
u2 will 
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will explaimthe wholg. Madame Greffini, I fuppofe, ismadame Graphigny ; 
«whom fome of your ladyfhip’s friends, if not yourfelf, muft know; and fhe 
might be of ufg,, if fhe could be trufted tot to detain fo tempting a treafure 
as the letters. From the effects being fealed up, I have ftill hopes ; greater, 
from the goodnefs your ladyfhip had in writing before. Don't wonder, 
madam, at my eagernefs: befides a good quantity of natural impatience, I 
4m now interefted as an editor and printer. Think what pride it would 
give me to print original letters of Ninon at Strawberry-hill | If your lady- 
fhip knows any farther means of ferving me, of ferving yourfelf, good Mr. 
Welldone, as the widow Lackit fays in Orooneko, I need mot doubt your em- 
ploying them, Your ladythip and I are of a religion, with regard to certain _ 
faints, that infpires more zeal ‘than fuch trifling temptations as perfecution © 
and faggots infufe into bigots of other fects. 1 think a caufe like ours might 
communicate ardour .even to my lady Stafford". If the will affift in reco- 
eering Notre Dame des Amours,1 will add St. Raoul* to my calendar. 


Iam hers and your ladyship’s 
e Mof obedient and faithful humble fervant, 
‘ ; HOR. WALPOLE. 


c 
c 


LETTER U.. | 

Arlingson-ftreet, O@ober 17, 1758. 

YOUR ladythip, I hope, wil}, not think that fuch a ftrange thing as my own 
picture feems of confequence enough to me to write a letter about it: but 
obeying your commands does feem fo; and left you thould return and think 
I'‘had neglected it, I muft fay that I have come to town ‘three feveral times 


on purpofe, but Mr. Ramfay (I will forgive him) has been conftantly out 
of town.—So much for that. i 


* Hermaiden namewasCantillon. At the death 
of her hufband, the title went to lord Stafford’s 
unc|¢, who dying without children, the earldom 
became extinét, but the barony fell into abey- 
ance among‘ the three fifters of the nephew, 
lady Anaftafia and lady Anne Stafford, and lady 
Mary Chabot: the two firft were nuns.—Lady 


Mary married the father of the prefent dac de 
Chabot. 

One of the nuns is ftill living. At her death 
the barony devolves to fir William Jerningham, 
of Coffey in Norfolk, through his mother, whe 
was niece to the late earl of Stafford. 

* A favourite cat’ of lady Statford’s. E. 


I would 


€ 
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IT would have fent you’ word that the king of Portugal coming along the 
road at midnight, which was in. his own room at noon, his foot flipped, 
and three balls went through his body ; which, however, had no other con- 
fequence than giving him a ffroke of a palfy, of which’ be is quite re- 
covered except being dead’. Some indeed are fo malicious as to fay, that 
the. Jefuits, who are the moft confcientiows men in the world, murdered 
him, becaufe he had an intrigue with another man’s wift: but all theée 
hiftories I fappofed your ladyfhip knew better than me, as, till I came to 
town yefterday, | imagined you was returned. For my own part, about 
whom you are fometimes fo good as to intereft yourfelf, I ath as "well as 
can be expected after tHe murder of a king, and the death of a perion of 
the next confequence to a kimg, the mafter of the ceremonies, poor fir 
Clement *, who is fuppofed to have been futfocated by my lady M "5? 
kiffing hands, ; , 





This will be a melancholy letter, for I have nothing to tell your ladythip 
but tragical ftories, Poor Dr. Shawe* being fent for in great hafte to 
Claremont— (it feems the duchefs had caught a violent cold by a hair of her 
own whifker getting up her nofe and making her {neeze)—the poor doétor, 
I fay, having eaten a few mufhrooms before he fet out,, was taken fo ill, 
that he was forced to ftop at Kingfton ;-and, being carried tothe firft apothe- 
cary’s, preferibed a medicine ‘for hithfelf which immediately cured him, 
This cataftsophe fo alarmed the duke of Newcaftle, that he immediately 
ordered all the mufhroom-beds to be deftroyed, and even the toadftools in 
the park did not efcape fealping in this general maflacre. What I tell you 
is literally true. Mr. Stanley, who. dined’ there laft Sunday, and is not 
partial againft that court, heard the ediét repeated, and confirmed it to me 
laft night. Anda voice of lamentation was heard at Ramah in Claremont, 
Chloe * weeping for her muthrooms, and they are nbt ! 


After all thefe important hiftories, I would try to make you fmile, if I 
~qwas not afraid you would refent a little freedom taken with a great naine, 
—May I venture? , 


* Alluding to the incoherent ftories told at the 4 She had been a common woman. 
time of the affaflination of the king of Poptugal.  ¢ Phyfician'to the duke and duchefs of New- 
é ber E.  caftles P 
2 Sir Clement Cotterel: » 5 The duke of Newcaftle’s cook. 
Why 


- 
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Why Taylor the quack calls himfelf chevalier, 
‘ ’Tis not eafy a reafon to render ; 
Unlafs blinding eyes, that he thinks to make clear, 
Demonftrates he’s but a pretender. ° 


¢ 


A book has been left at your ladyfhip’s houfe; it is lord Whitworth’s ac- 
count of Ruflias Monfieur Kniphaufen has promifed me fome curious 
anecdotes of the czarina Catherine—fo my fhop is likely to fleurith. 
_ 14m your ladyfhip’s moft obedient fervant, 
cere HOR. WALPOLE. | 








LETTER UW. 
: ; Feb. 20, 1759. 
« I MET with this little book” t’other day by chance, and it pleafed me 
fo much, that I cannot help lending it to your ladyfhip, as I know it will 
amufe you from ‘the fame caufes. It contains many of thofe important 
truths which hiftgry is too proud to tell, and, too dull from not telling. 


' Here Grignon’s foul the living canvas warms; 
Here fair Fontange aflumes unfading charms : 
Here Mignard’s pencil bows to female wit ; 
Louis rewards, but ratifies Fayette : a. 
The philofophic duke, and painter too, 
Thought from her thoughts—from her ideas drew. 


————————————————— e 


LETTER W. 
Poor Ropin’s ALMANACK. 


Saturday, Nov, 3d. Thick fogs, and fome wet. 

1759. Go not out of town. Gouts and rheumatifins are 
abroad. Warm clothes, good fires, and a room full 
of pictures, glaffes, and fcarlet damafk, are the beft 
phyfic. 

e ‘ 
<i ag portraits de quelques perfonnages de la cour” [de Louis XPV.) by madame ¢e la 

Fayette. ° . 


In 
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In fhort, for fear your ladythip fhould think of Strawberry on Saturday, 
I can’t help telling you that Iam to breakfaft at Peterfham that day with 
Mr. Fox and lady Caroline, lord and lady Waldegrave. How did you like 
the farce? George Selwyn fays he wants to fee High’ fife below ftairs, 
as he is weary of [ow life above ftairs. 





LETTER V. 

» Jan. 12,4760. 

I AM very forry your ladythip.could doubt a moment on the caufe of 
my concern yefterday. I faw you much difpleafed at what I had faid ; and 
I felt fo innocent of the leaft‘intention of offending you, that I could not 
help being ftruck at my own ill-fortune, and with the fenfation raifed by 
finding you mix great goodnefs with’ great feverity. : 


I am naturally very impatient under praife; Ihave: refleéted enough on 
myfelf to know I don’t deferve it ; and with this confcioufnefs you ought to 
forgive me, madam, if I dreaded that ‘the'perfon whofe efteem I valued the 
moft in the world, fhould think that I was fond of what I know is not my 
due. I meant to exprefs this apprehenfion as refpeétfully,as I could, but my 
words failed me—a misfortune not too’commion tome, whovam apt to fay 
tao much, not too little! Perhaps it i$that very quality which your ladythip 
calls wit, and I call tinfel, for which I dread being praifed. » 1 with to re- 
commend myfelf to you by more efferitial’ merits—and if Ican only make 
you laugh, it will be very apt to make me as much concerned as I was yefter- 
day. - For people to whofe approbation I ¢m indifferent, I don’t care whe- 
ther they commend or condemn me for my wit ; in the former cafe they will 
not make me admire myfelf for it, in the latter they can’t make me think 
but what I have thought already. But for the few whofe friendfhip I with, 
I would fain have them fee, that under all the jdlenefs of miy fpirits there 
are fome very ferious qualities, fuch as warmth, gratitude and fincerity, 
which ill returns may render ufelefs or may make me lock up in my breatt,, 
but which will, remain thtre while I have a being. 


Having drawn you this picture of myfelf, madam, a fubjeét I have té fay 
‘fo much upon, will not your geod nature apply itas it deferves, to what 
pafled yefterday?* Won't you believe that ny concern flawed from being 
ite , difappointed 


